
MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – GRAYS HARBOR COUNTY 
 REGULAR MEETING 

 
September 10, 2007 

 
The Commissioners met in regular session in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, 
Administration Building, Montesano, Washington, on Monday, September 10, 2007, at 
2:00 p.m.  Commissioners Bob Beerbower, Al Carter and Mike Wilson were present. Jim 
Baker, Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney was present.  Also in attendance was Donna 
Caton, Clerk of the Board.   
 
CALL TO ORDER AND FLAG SALUTE 
 
Chairman Carter called the meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance.   
 
MINUTES 
 
August 27, 2007:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the minutes of 
the regular meeting of August 27, 2007.   
 
PRESENTATION 
 
None 
 
BIDS 
 
None 
 
HEARINGS 
 
1.  Preliminary Plat, 31-lot Long Subdivision, applicant Mark Studer:  There 
was a public hearing to consider a request by Mark Studer for preliminary plat approval 
of a 31-Lot Long Subdivision, Case #2007-1381.  The permit would allow the applicant 
to subdivide approximately 19-acres of land into 31 single-family residential lots.  Notice 
of public hearing was published in The Vidette on June 21, 2007.  Public notices were 
sent to adjacent property owners on record within 300 feet on June 21, 2007. 
 
Chairman Carter asked for a staff report. Curt Crites from the Grays Harbor County 
Planning Department reported that Case #2007-1381 is for preliminary plat approval of a 
31-Lot Long Subdivision. The proposed lots range in size from 12,632 square-feet (.29-
acres) to approximately 1.22-acres with 19 of the lots close to .50 acres in size.  Included 
in the proposal is construction of public roads within the subdivision and improvements 
to Roup Road (County).  All lots are proposed to be served by the City of Montesano 
Sewer & Water System. 
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The project is proposed at 210 Camp Creek Road, approximately one-mile East of 
Montesano, on the property having Assessor parcel #’s 170704130020 and 
#170704130030, within the Southwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 04, 
Township 17N., Range 7 W. W.M. within Grays Harbor County, WA. 
 
Mr. Crites requested the materials be entered into the record without reading: 

1. The Record of Action containing the Grays Harbor County Planning 
Commission’s finding of fact, conditions of approval, conclusions and staff 
recommendations. 

2. Attachment 1:  Application for long subdivision, Preliminary Plat Map, 
Preliminary Drainage and Utility Plan, and Preliminary Drainage & Stormwater 
Management Plan. 

3. Attachment 2:  SEPA Mitigated Determination of Non-significance and 
environmental checklist. 

4. Attachment 3:  A letter dated August 5, 2003 from the Washington State 
Department of Ecology commenting on the SEPA MDNS. 

5. Attachment 4:  Public Notice and list of property owners within 300-feet that 
received the notice. 

6. Attachment 5:  Affidavit of Publication from The Vidette. 
7. Attachment 6;  Two letters from the City of Montesano, dated August 7, 2007 

which commits to providing water and sewer service to the subject 31-lot 
subdivision. 

 
The environmental impacts of the proposal have been reviewed as required under the 
Washington State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), and a Mitigated Determination of 
Non-significance (MDNS), dated June 21, 2007, has been issued for the proposal.  All 
interested persons were invited to comment on this environmental threshold 
determination. 
 
On August 7, 2007, the Grays Harbor County Planning Commission voted 5-0 for 
recommending approval of the 31-Lot Long Subdivision. 
 
Chairman Carter asked for public comment.  Mark Studer, the applicant, reviewed his 
proposal and stated that he was available for additional questions.  He thanked the 
County for considering his request.  There was no additional public comment and the 
hearing was closed. 
 
Action:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Long-subdivision 
Case #2007-1381 accepting the facts and conclusions recommended by staff and the 
Planning Commission. 
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COMMISSIONERS 
 
1. Appointment to Fair Board:   A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
appoint Kathleen Dahlstrom to the Grays Harbor County Fair Board to fill an unexpired 
term through December of 2007, representing Commissioner District 3.  
 
2. Appointment to Veteran’s Advisory Board:  A motion was made, seconded and 
passed to appoint Bill Wickwire to the Veteran’s Advisory Board to fill the unexpired 
term of Position 2 created by the resignation of Art Bergman.   
 
 
DEPARTMENTS 
 
AUDITOR 
 
1. Request Approval, August Expenditures:  A motion was made, seconded  
and passed to approve expenditures for August 2007 as follows: Claims $4,772,937.20 
and Salary $2,333,181.22 for a total of $7,106,118.42. 
 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
 
1. Request Approval, Budget Transfer- Special Projects:   It was requested that a 
$35,425 transfer be made within the Special Projects Fund for new grants received 
through 1) An Interlocal Agreement between Thurston County and Grays Harbor County 
in the amount of $5,425 and 2) Department of Ecology Planning Unit Support in the 
amount of $30,000.  Funds are available to transfer from the Aberdeen Neighborhood 
Housing Services to cover these grants.  The Thurston County 2004 LETPP funds will be 
used to purchase communications equipment for law enforcement personnel.  The 
Department of Ecology WRIA 22 and 23 – Planning Unit Support grant will enhance the 
effectiveness of the Chehalis Basin Partnership by building a direct public involvement 
and outreach capability by increased staff report. 
 
Action:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 2007-
96 – Transferring Items in the Grays Harbor County Miscellaneous Fund Special 
Projects #101-000. 
 
2. Request Approval, Budget Transfer- Non-Departmental:  It was requested 
that a budget transfer be made from the General Fund Non-Departmental Ending Fund 
Balance to the Transfer Out Insurance Fund in the amount of $25,000 for negotiations.  
The Courthouse contract and Sheriff’s Department Corrections & Clerical Divisions 
contracts are up for negotiations at the end of this year.  This should cover the costs for 
the labor attorney to assist in negotiations for these three contracts in the General Fund. 
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Action:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 2007-
97– Transferring Items in the Grays Harbor County General Fund Non-
Departmental #001-000-038. 
 
3.      Set Hearing Date- Supplemental Budget ORV Park Fund:  It was requested a 
supplemental budget hearing date be set in the Special Projects Fund for $29,000 in 
funding received through timber sales from the ORV Park and a $5,000 Weyco grant.  
The Weyco grant funding will be used for repairs to the public facilities at the Park and 
$29,000 will be used to continue repairs for the remainder of the park season.  The 
supplemental hearing date is set for September 24, 2007. 
 
PROSECUTOR 
 
1. Request Approval, Resolution Authorizing Representation: On August 29, 
2007, the prosecuting attorney’s office received a lawsuit and related documents in the 
case of Andrew Peter Rasmussen III v. Jason Richards, et al., which has been filed in 
federal court.  Jason Richards, at the times alleged in the complaint, was employed by the 
prosecuting attorney’s office as a deputy prosecuting attorney.  After review, it was 
concluded that Mr. Richards was employed by Grays Harbor County and acting in his 
official capacity as a Grays Harbor County deputy prosecuting attorney at all times 
identified in the complaint.  It was requested that a resolution be adopted finding that all 
alleged actions of Mr. Richards were performed within the scope of his official duties and  
authorizing defense of this matter at county expense, pursuant to RCW 4.96.041. 
 
Action:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 2007-
98 – Agreeing to Legal Representation and Indemnification of Employee in Defense 
of Pending Litigation. 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 
 
1. Request Approval, Authorizing Request for Proposals- Homeless Housing 
and Assistance Program:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve a 
request that the County issue a Request for Proposals for the Homeless Grant Assistance 
Program in order that the County may choose a single local project for submission to 
Washington State Department of Community and Economic Development (DCTED) by 
October 16 in the form prescribed by DCTED.  Local proposals will first be submitted to 
the County by October 11. 
 
PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
1.  Request Approval, Administrative Offer Summary- CRP 95190-15 Camp 
Grisdale Rd. (Wynooche Valley Rd. extension):   A motion was made, seconded, and 
passed to approve an additional Administrative Offer Summary for the above-referenced 
county road project.  With approval of just compensation, the County’s right-of-way 
agent will proceed with the negotiations to acquire the parcel. 
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2. Request Approval, State Route 109 Pedestrian Crossing Maintenance 
Agreement:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to authorize General 
Maintenance Agreement GM-1465.  This agreement is part of the process to finalize the 
on-going maintenance of the pedestrian facilities located with the SR-109 right-of-way 
and adjacent to the Seabrook development.  This agreement also involves the Pedestrian 
Crossing Maintenance Agreement between Grays Harbor County and Seabrook Land 
Company LLC, which was approved by the County Commissioners on July 16th, 2007. 
 
3. Request Approval, Resolution authorizing overload restrictions for bridges:  
It was requested that a resolution be authorized to establish overload restrictions for 
bridges that are not adequate to handle all state permitted overloads.  The bridges 
included for restrictions are based on their current condition and load rating.  Upon 
adoption, this resolution will be advertised, the bridges posted with appropriate notices 
and necessary signing revisions and installations made. 
 

Action:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 
2007-99 – Authorizing Overload Restrictions on County Bridges. 

 
4. Request Approval, 2004 LETPP Grant Amendment:  A motion was made, 
seconded and passed to approve a contract with Thurston County for additional funds in 
the amount of $5,425 made available by the Department of Homeland Security for the 
Law Enforcement Terrorism Prevention Program.  The funds will be used to purchase 
communications equipment for law enforcement personnel. 
 
5. Request Approval, Set Hearing Date- Preliminary Long Subdivision, 
Applicant Ridger’s & Smith, LLC:  Mitchell Smith, representing Ridger’s & Smith, 
LLC, has submitted an application to subdivide 9.624-acres into 5 lots ranging between 
1.624-acres and 2.0-acres.  The project is proposed in the property having Assessor’s 
Parcel 160429320020 in the Southwest Quarter of Section 29, Township 16N., Range 
4W. W.M., on the property with the physical address of #7 Merry Road, near Oakville, 
Washington.  A hearing date was set for September 24, 2007. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
None 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 

1. On duly carried motion, a request by the Cranberry Coast Chamber of 
Commerce to detour traffic in Grayland for the Cranberry Harvest Festival 
October 13, 2007 was approved subject to review by the appropriate 
departments. 
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2. On duly carried motion, a request by the Montesano Chamber of Commerce 
to open the Court House on October 6, 2007 for The Harvest Celebration was 
approved with coordination from the Public Services Department. 

3. On duly carried motion, a request by Volunteer Programs from the 
Washington State Parks and Recreation, Department of Ecology, and the 
Pacific Northwest 4 Wheel Drive Association for the county to sponsor and 
coordinate for Operation Shore Patrol on September 15 and 16, 2007 was 
approved. 

4. Lawsuit L-540-07 filed by Bomardier Aerospace Corp.  This item was 
referred to the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office. 

5. Lawsuit L-541-07 filed by William J. Bennett.  This item was referred to the 
Prosecuting Attorney’s Office. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Chairman Carter announced that John Masterson, Chief Executive Officer of Behavioral 
Health Resources (BHR), was present to speak regarding the closure of Evergreen 
Counseling Center (ECC) and subsequent plan for BHR to service the client base.  Mr. 
Masterson reported on the coordinated effort of Grays Harbor County Department of 
Public Health and Social Services, Evergreen Counseling Center, Behavioral Health 
Resources, and Sea Mar Community Health Center to ensure that publicly-funded mental 
health services continue with a minimum disruption to the over 900 clients currently 
being served by Evergreen Counseling Center. 
 
Clerk of the Board Donna Caton read a jointly-prepared letter that had been mailed to 
clients of Evergreen Counseling Center to inform them about the plan. 
 
Commissioner Mike Wilson discussed the transition from ECC to BHR and the very 
productive meetings and effort on the part of all staff members of the organizations 
involved to ensure that the clients continue to be served. 
 
Chairman Carter asked for any additional public comment.  He announced that comments 
and statements only would be accepted and would be limited to five minutes.  Questions 
should be submitted in writing. 
 
Ron Armstrong, Hoquiam, commented on County road standards. 
 
Stan Blunt, Aberdeen, commented on Homeland Security, immigration, the Public 
Development Authority, jobs, and the local health care provider organizations. 
  
STAFF MEETINGS 
 
The Board held staff meetings on Monday, September 10, 2007, starting at 9:00 a.m.  
These staff meetings are advertised public meetings, held in the Commissioners’ 
Conference Room.  The Commissioners and Clerk of the Board reviewed calendars and 
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pending daily office issues.  The Board met with Tom Fite of Straddleline ORV Park; 
Maryann Welch, Public Health and Social Services Director Health; and Paul Easter, 
Kevin Varness, Brian Shea, Curt Crites, and Lee Napier of Public Services. 
 
The Board approved the following: 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
No.  2007-96 Transferring Items in the Grays Harbor County Miscellaneous 

Fund Special Projects #101-000 
 
No.  2007-97  Transferring Items in the Grays Harbor County  

General Fund Non-Departmental #001-000-038 
 
No.  2007-98 Agreeing to Legal Representation and Indemnification of 

Employee in Defense of Pending Litigation 
 
No. 2007-99 Authorizing Overload Restrictions on County Bridges 
 
 
ORDINANCES 
 
None 
 
 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENTS 
 
2004 LETPP Grant Amendment- Thurston County  
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The meeting adjourned at 2:43 p.m. to Monday, September 17, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
     BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
     For Grays Harbor County 
     This    day of    , 2007 
 
 
 
             
     ALBERT A. CARTER, Chairman 

Commissioner, District 3 
 
 
 
             
     BOB BEERBOWER, Commissioner, District 1 
 
 
 
 
             
     MIKE WILSON, Commissioner, District 2 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
      
Donna Caton 
Clerk of the Board 
 
 


