
MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – GRAYS HARBOR COUNTY 
 REGULAR MEETING 

 
July 30, 2007 

 
The Commissioners met in regular session in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, 
Administration Building, Montesano, Washington, on Monday, July 30, 2007, at 2:00 
p.m.  Commissioners Bob Beerbower, Al Carter and Mike Wilson were present. Jim 
Baker, Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney was present.  Also in attendance was Donna 
Caton, Clerk of the Board.   
 
CALL TO ORDER AND FLAG SALUTE 
 
Chairman Carter called the meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance.   
 
MINUTES 
 
July 23, 2007:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the minutes of the 
regular meeting of July 23, 2007.   
 
PRESENTATION: 
 
None 
 
BIDS 
 
None 
 
HEARINGS 
 
1.  Ordinance Amending GHCC 14.03 – verification in development or land use 
permits:  There was a public hearing to consider an ordinance amending Chapter 14.03 
of the Grays Harbor County Code to add a new section requiring verification in 
development or land use permits that the land subject to the permit is not or has not been 
subject to a notice of conversion to nonforestry uses under RCW 76.09.060.  The text of 
the ordinance’s provisions to be presented for consideration was published in the public 
notice of hearing.  A full text of the proposed ordinance was available at the County 
Commissioners Office, County Administration Building, 100 West Broadway, 
Montesano, Washington.  Notice of this hearing was published in the Montesano Vidette 
on July 19, 2007.  Chairman Carter asked a staff report.  Brian Shea, Director of the 
Planning and Building Division for Grays Harbor County reported that the proposed 
ordinance is necessitated by Washington State Senate Bill 5883.  The new bill directs the 
County to deny development permit applications if the subject property has been named 
in a notice of conversion to non-forestry uses.  A new section to Chapter 14.03 Forest 
Practices of the Grays Harbor County Code is required whereby the issuing official of 
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both development and planning permits will ensure that the property under study has not 
been subject to a notice of conversion to non-forestry uses under RCW 76.09.060.  Mr. 
Shea reported that the new section added to chapter 14.03 of the Grays Harbor County 
Code is as follows:   
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, every development permit issued for 
forest land associated with the conversion to a use other than commercial timber 
operation as defined in RCW 76.09.020, shall contain a statement by the issuing official 
verifying that the land in question is not or has not been subject to a notice of conversion 
to nonforestry uses under RCW 76.09.060 during the six-year period prior to the 
submission of a permit application.   
 
Section 2.  Severability.  If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase 
of this ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the 
remainder of the chapter or the application of the provision to other persons or 
circumstances is not affected. 
 
Chairman Carter asked for public comment.  Ron Armstrong, Hoquiam, Washington 
asked questions regarding the proposed ordinance.  Jim Baker, Senior Deputy 
Prosecuting Attorney reported that the language in the ordinance was taken from the 
RCW.  Paul Easter, Director of Public Services explained that the County does not make 
the determination if all or only a portion of the parcel is going to be in a moratorium 
status.  Mr. Easter reported that the determination is made by the Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) and they provide the information to the County.  Based on the 
information provided to the County by the DNR a permit will be approved or withheld.  
There was no additional public comment and the hearing was closed. 
 
Action:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Ordinance No. 365 – 
An Ordinance Adding a New Section to Chapter 14.03 of the Grays Harbor County 
Code Requiring Verification in Development or Land Use Permits that the Land in 
Question is not or has not been Subject to a Notice of Conversion to Nonforestry 
Uses Under RCW 76.09.060.   
 
PROCLAMATIONS 
 
1. Grays Harbor Breastfeeding Month:  A motion was made, seconded and 
passed to proclaim August as Grays Harbor County Breastfeeding Month and urge 
citizens to join in this observance. 
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COMMISSIONERS 
 
1.   Appointment to Housing Authority Board of Commissioners:  A motion was  
made, seconded and passed to appoint Dennis Stoeser to complete an unexpired term on 
the Housing Authority Board of Grays Harbor County.  This term expires in April 2010. 
 
DEPARTMENTS 
 
FAIR 
 
1. Request Approval, Authorize director to sign entertainment contract – Steve 
Holy, Inc.:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to authorize the request of the 
Grays Harbor County Fair Entertainment Committee for the Fair Director to sign an 
entertainment contract with Steve Holy, Inc.  Steve Holy is scheduled to appear in 
concert on Wednesday, August 8, at 8:00 p.m. on the Pepsi Stage.  Steve Holy will 
replace the Billy Currington concert, which was canceled.  
 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
 
1.  Request Approval, Straddleline ORV Contract – Adventure Sports  
Promotions LLC:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve two copies of 
an ORV Park Contract with Adventure Sports Promotions LLC for the World Off-Road 
Racing Championship Series event scheduled for August 8th through the 19th. 
 
PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
1.   Request Approval, Pacific Beach Sewer System Amendment #3 – CH2M  
Hill:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Pacific Beach Sewer System 
Amendment #3, CH2M Hill.  The amendment for engineering services has been prepared 
to provide for additional work to be conducted in relation to the expansion of sewer 
services in Pacific Beach.  The cost of the work is $112,868.00.   The work is being 
funded with financial assistance from Seabrook Development Company.  Tasks include 
continued planning and permitting efforts for the sewer treatment plant expansion and 
further analysis of the collection systems to provide for expanded services.   
 
2.  Request Approval, Coastal Communities Request for Qualifications, 
Planning & Engineering Services:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
approve a Request for Qualifications, Planning and Engineering Services to seek 
assistance for the Coastal Communities of Southwest Washington to continue to address 
coastal erosion and sand management issues on the Southwest Washington coast.  Grays 
Harbor County has acted as lead entity for the Coastal Communities for several years.   
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The Coastal Communities are to receive additional state funding in this biennium from an 
appropriation by the State Legislature.  It is necessary to seek engineering services to 
continue the efforts of the Coastal Communities.  The Department recommended 
approval in order to proceed with the Request for Qualifications process. 
 
3.  Request Approval, Resolution acknowledging vacation of right of way – 
applicant Jerry Lowe:  The Department received a petition from Jerry Lowe to 
acknowledge vacation of rights of way surrounding property he owns in Ocosta.  The 
Department found no record of these rights of way having ever been opened within the 
applicable time period.  They have no objection to the Board acknowledging these rights 
of way having been automatically vacated by operation of law.  A motion was made, 
seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 2007-83 – Resolution Acknowledging 
Vacation by Operation of Law. 
 
4.  Request Approval, Drainage Easement with Weyerhaeuser Company – 
North River Road:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve a Drainage 
Easement with Weyerhaeuser to install and maintain a drainage pipe under North River 
road at milepost 8.26 in Section 30, T16N, R07W. 
 
5. Request Approval, Declare Vehicles and Equipment Surplus:  A motion was 
made, seconded and passed to declare the following vehicles/equipment surplus with a 
minimum bid price as follows: 
 

# 41   1996  Ford Taurus  min bid $  1,000 
#202  1993  Ford Elgin  min bid $10,000 
#228 1979  Ford LNT8000  min bid $  1,000 
#232 1987  Ford F800 C&C min bid $     600 
#331 1991 JD     2755  min bid $  2,000 
#424 1986 Ford  F800 C&C min bid $     500 
#447 1993 Tiger TM60H R/M min bid $     200 
#480 1976  Ford  Carpender bus min bid $     100 

 
6. Request Approval, Recognition of the Washington Coast Sustainable Salmon 
Partnership:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve a letter petitioning 
the Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office (GSRO) to formally recognize the presence of a 
regional salmon recovery organization.  This request is supported by the Coast Region, as 
defined by GSRO, stakeholder group and lead entity representative from WRIA’s 20, 21, 
22, 23, and 24.  The complete findings of this group can be found in the report entitled 
“Final Report on the Consideration of Forming a Coastal Regional Governance Unit.” 
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7. Request Approval, Accept Contract as Complete for Cougar Smith Road 
Middle Fork Satsop River Bridge Replacement:  A motion was made, seconded and 
passed to approve the contract for the Cougar Smith Road Middle Fork Satsop River 
Bridge Replacement M.P. 0.00 to M.P. 0.53/BROS-STPH-2014(055), TA-2054, C-
73700-05 and allow release of retainage in the amount of $122,134.17 as per Section 
60.28, Revised Code of Washington.  The Contractor, Five Rivers Construction, Inc., has 
completed the contract.  The total amount of the contract is $2,442,683.25, which is 
0.78% above the original bid.  The Department recommended acceptance of the contract 
by the Board of Commissioners.  A copy of the Comparison of Quantities Sheet was 
provided. 
 
SHERIFF 
 
1. Request Approval, Agreement for Project Coordinator – Traffic Safety Task 
Force:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve an Agreement for services 
for Projector Coordinator for the Traffic Safety Task Force.  This position has been held 
for several years by Richard Jacobson.  The Department would like Mr. Jacobson to 
continue in this capacity and wish to renew his contract for another two years.  The 
Agreement is identical to his last agreement with Grays Harbor County with the 
exception of the date changes.  James Baker has reviewed and approved the contract as to 
form.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
None 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Chairman Carter asked for public comment.  He announced that comments and 
statements only would be accepted and would be limited to five minutes.  Questions 
should be submitted in writing.     
 
Ron Armstrong, Hoquiam, Washington commented regarding the permitting processes 
for County roads. 
 
There was no additional public comment. 
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STAFF MEETINGS 
 
The Board held staff meetings on Monday, July 30, 2007, starting at 9:00 a.m.  These 
staff meetings are advertised public meetings, held in the Commissioners’ Conference 
Room.  The Commissioners and Clerk of the Board reviewed calendars and pending daily 
office issues.  The Board met with Rose Elway, Budget Director, Bill Trivison, Juvenile 
Court Services Director, and Lee Napier regarding the Salmon Recovery Plan and Paul 
Easter, Director of the Department of Public Services. 
 
The Board approved the following: 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
No. 2007-83 Resolution Acknowledging Vacation by Operation of Law 
 
ORDINANCES 
 
No. 365  An Ordinance Adding a New Section to Chapter 14.03 of the Grays  

Harbor County Code Requiring Verification in Development or Land 
Use Permits that the Land in Question is not or has not been Subject 
to a Notice of Conversion to Nonforestry Uses Under RCW 76.09.060.   

 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENTS 
              
None 



Minutes 
Board of Commissioners—July 30, 2007 
Page 7  
 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:25 p.m. to Monday, August 6, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
     BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
     For Grays Harbor County 
     This    day of    , 2007 
 
 
 
             
     ALBERT A. CARTER, Chairman 

Commissioner, District 3 
 
 
 
             
     BOB BEERBOWER, Commissioner, District 1 
 
 
 
 
             
     MIKE WILSON, Commissioner, District 2 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
      
Sharon Meier 
Deputy Clerk of the Board 


