
MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – GRAYS HARBOR COUNTY 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
 

June 20, 2005 
 
The Commissioners met in regular session in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, 
Administration Building, Montesano, Washington, on Monday, June 20, 2005, at 2:00 
p.m.  Commissioners Bob Beerbower, Al Carter and Mike Wilson were present.  Also in 
attendance was Donna Caton, Clerk of the Board.  Jim Baker, Senior Deputy Prosecuting 
Attorney was present. 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND FLAG SALUTE 
 
Chairman Beerbower called the meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance to the flag 
of the United States of America being recited.   
 
MINUTES 
 
June 13, 2005:  The minutes of the Commissioners’ Meeting of June 13, 2005 were 
approved as presented. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
1. Carol Davis Regarding Fire O’er the Water:  Carol Davis, owner of the  
Sunrise Market in Ocean City and Chair of Fire O’er the Water, expressed appreciation to 
the Board for their continued support.  Ms. Davis provided information regarding the 
event scheduled for this year.  She reported that last year all beach hotels and hotels 
located in Hoquiam and Aberdeen were filled to capacity.  Spectators and visitors were 
being sent to Elma and McCleary for accommodations.  Ms. Davis requested that some of 
the revenue received from hotel and motel taxes could be used to support the Fire O’er 
the Water event.   
 
PROCLAMATION 
 
1. Hire A Veteran Month:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve a  
Proclamation proclaiming June 2005 as Hire-A-Veteran Month in Grays Harbor County 
and urging all citizens to join in the special observation.  The Clerk of the Board read the 
Proclamation. 
 
BIDS 
 
None 
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HEARINGS 
 
1. Supplemental Appropriation – Special Projects Fund:  A public hearing was 

held to consider Supplemental Appropriation as follows:  Special Projects Fund 
#101-000-000 in the amount of $170,239.  Notice of this public hearing was 
published in The Vidette on June 9 and June 16, 2005.  Chairman Beerbower 
asked for a staff report.  Rose Elway, Budget Director, provided a staff report.  
Ms. Elway reported that the supplemental budget hearing in the amount of 
$170,239 is in the Special Projects Fund and is due to amendments received from 
the Military Department E-911 Office.  $68,096 is for the Wireless Operations 
and $102,143 is for the Wireline Operations.  These contracts provide financial 
assistance for the expenses necessary to answer 911 calls originating in the 
County.   

 
Chairman Beerbower asked for public comment.  There was no public comment and the 
hearing was closed.   
 
? Action:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 
2005-57 – Authorizing A Supplemental Extension In The Budget Of The Grays 
Harbor County Special Projects Fund #101-000-000. 
 
2. Supplemental Appropriation – Public Health and Social Services Fund:   
A public hearing was held to consider Supplemental Appropriation as follows:  Public 
Health and Social Services Department #001-000-029 in the amount of $1,928.  Notice of 
this public hearing was published in The Vidette on June 9 and June 16, 2005.  Chairman 
Beerbower asked for a staff report.  Rose Elway, Budget Director, provided a staff report.  
Ms. Elway reported that the supplemental budget hearing is for $1,928 in the General 
Fund Public Health and Social Services Department and is due to amendment #3 received 
from the State Department of Health for the Consolidated Contract.  Funding will be used 
in supplies. 
 
Chairman Beerbower asked for public comment.  There was no public comment and the 
hearing was closed.   
 
? Action:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 
2005-58 – Authorizing A Supplemental Extension In The Budget Of The Grays 
Harbor County General Fund Public Health and Social Services Department #001-
000-029. 
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3.   SixYear Transportation Improvement Program:  A public hearing was held to 
consider adoption of the Six-Year Transportation Improvement Program for the period of 
2006-2011. Notice of this public hearing was published in The Vidette on June 9 and June 
16, 2005.  Chairman Beerbower asked for a staff report.  Russ Esses, County Road 
Engineer provided a staff report.  Mr. Esses reported that the Six-Year Transportation 
Improvement Program has 54 projects identified.  He explained that the importance of 
having these project identified on this program is that it makes them eligible for 
qualifying state and federal program funds.  The projects total approximately $33 million.  
Mr. Esses reported that over the next six years the County hopes to obtain funding for the 
majority of the projects and complete them.   
 
Chairman Beerbower asked for public comment.  There was no public comment and the 
hearing was closed.   
 
? Action:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 
2005-59 – Resolution Adopting The Six Year Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP) 2006-2011 For Grays Harbor County, Washington. 
 
4.   Vacate Old Alignment of Lambert Road:  There was a public hearing to  
consider a resolution initiated by Grays Harbor County to vacate pursuant to R.C.W. 
36.87.010 the following right of way:  Old Alignment of Lambert Road lying between 
Station 131+40+ and Station 134+77.10 as delineated by parcel drawing No. R-7 as 
recorded by Auditor’s #85.14030.  Notice of this public hearing was published in The 
Vidette on June 9 and June 16, 2005.  Chairman Beerbower asked for a staff report.  Paul 
Easter, Director of Public Services, provided a staff report.  Mr. Easter reported that the 
Grays Harbor Public Development Authority (PDA) has requested Grays Harbor County 
to vacate a portion of the old right of way alignment of Lambert Road.  This would 
provide the PDA with a continuous southern property boundary along Lambert Road and 
will allow the PDA to complete a driveway access easement through their property.  The 
PDA plans to sell the combined property and then the PDA would compensate Grays 
Harbor County for the donated right of way in proportion to their contributed acreage.  
The Department of Public Services recommended that the right of way be vacated 
according to law, provided that the PDA grants easements for ingress and egress to the 
adjacent landowners who now use this right of way.  Joel Rett, Project Manager with 
Grays Harbor PDA, commented that the PDA is in the process of preparing the easement 
and the survey has been completed for the private driveway through the property.  The 
PDA intends to provide easement for adjacent property owners.   
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Chairman Beerbower asked for public comment.  There was no public comment and the 
hearing was closed. 
 

Action:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to continue this item to next  
week pending receipt of the easement documents from the PDA.    
 
COMMISSIONERS 
 
1. Appointment to the Housing Authority:  A motion was made, seconded and  
passed to appoint LuAnne Hanson to a full term, consisting of two years according to 
Housing Authority bylaws, as Commissioner on the Housing Authority’s Board.  Ms. 
Hanson’s term expires in July and she has been an esteemed member of the Board since 
January 2001. 
 
DEPARTMENTS 
 
FORESTRY 
 
1.   Request Approval, Award Contract for Pre-Commercial Thinning:  A motion  
was made, seconded and passed to grant authorization for the Board Chairman to sign 
Forestry Contract PCT2005 awarding the Precommercial Thinning Contract to Sierra 
Reforestation at $61.50 per acre for a total contract value of $20,787.00.   
 
2.   Request Approval, Renew Lease Agreement – Lytle Seafood’s of Hoquiam:   
Lytle Seafood’s of Hoquiam currently holds a lease on County owned tidelands for the 
purpose of Oyster and Clam cultivation.  The current lease expires on August 4, 2005.  
Per clause 1-2 of the lease the Lessee has the right to request renewal of the lease for 
another 10-year term subject to the approval of the Board of County Commissioners.  
The Department of Forestry have received a request from Lytle Seafood’s to renew this 
lease.  The Department recommended that the lease be renewed.  A motion was made, 
seconded and passed to approve the renewal of the lease as outlined. 
 
3. Request Approval, Award Contracts for Timber Sales:  The results  
of the Grays Harbor County Timber sales held June 3, 2005 are as follows: 
 
Sale   Successful Bidder  High Bid          Estimated Value 
 
Hogan’s Corner #3 Sierra Pacific Industries $379.74/MBF  $   406,303 
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Hatchery Creek #1 Sierra Pacific Industries $378.67/MBF  $1,365,049 
 
Seastrand No. 2 JBC Company   $33,100 lump sum $     33,100 
(Cedar Salvage)        $1,804,452 
 
The Department of Forestry recommended that the sales be awarded to the high bidders 
as indicated above.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the contracts as 
described. 
 
PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
1. Request Approval, Local Agency Agreement Supplement No. 2 – Ocean  
Beach Road Project:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to authorize the Board 
Chairman to execute Local Agency Agreement Supplement No. 2 requesting an 
additional $150,000 of Federal Funds for the Ocean Beach Road C-94230-36 project. 
 
2. Request Approval, Request to Purchase Air-Conditioning Service:  A  
motion was made, seconded and passed to authorize the purchase of an air-conditioning 
service system with an estimated cost of $3,500.00 that was not included in the 2005 
ER&R budget.  This system aides in abating the amount of pollutants emitted while 
service is being conducted. 
 
3. Request Approval, 2004 State Homeland Security Grant Program Contract  
Amendment A:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to authorize the Board 
Chairman to sign a 2004 State Homeland Security Grant Program (SHSGP) Contract 
#E05-120 Amendment A from the Washington State Emergency Management Division 
increasing the total from $90,125 to $219,718.  The funds from this grant will be used to 
fund several communications projects throughout the County.   
 
4. Request Approval, Interlocal Agreement with Hoquiam:  A motion was made,  
seconded and passed to authorize the Board Chairman to sign the Interlocal Agreement 
authorizing the County to construct a concrete building and a 70-foot Rohn 45 tower at 
Hoquiam’s Beacon Hill water tank site.   
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5. Request Approval, Award 2005 Countywide Aggregate Stockpiling Contract:   
A motion was made, seconded and passed to authorize the Board Chairman to execute 
contracts for the 2005 Countywide Aggregate Stockpiling Contract, Schedule(s) A, F, G, 
which were awarded to Bayview Redi-Mix Inc., for the amount of $46,907.44. 
 
6. Request Approval, Local Agency Supplement No. 3 – North River Road  
Hazard Elimination Project:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to authorize 
the Board Chairman to execute the Local Agency Agreement Supplement No. 3 
transferring $5,000 from Agency CE to State CE to cover increased material testing costs 
for the North River Road Hazard Elimination Project, C-96130-31. 
 
7. Request Approval, CRP Resolution and Landowners Willingness Form –  
North River Road Fish Barrier Culvert Correction Project:  A motion was made, 
seconded and passed to approve a CRP Resolution and a Landowners Willingness Form 
for the North River Road Fish Barrier Culvert Correction, C-96130-33.  These documents 
commit $100,000 of Local Funds and are required to apply for a $154,600 Salmon 
Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) Grant. 
 
8. Request Approval, Contract for Interlocal Agreement with Superintendent  
of Public Instruction:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to authorize the Board 
Chairman to execute a Contract with the Superintendent of Public Instruction.  This 
Contract provides reimbursement for health and sanitation evaluations of food service 
management for summer feeding sites within Grays Harbor County.  The total dollar 
amount of this Contract is $1,260.00.  The project is being funded by the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction of the State of Washington.  The Department of Public Services 
recommended approval of the contract. 
 
9. Request Approval, Contract for Community Development Block Grant  
General Purpose Funds:  The County received notice from the Office of Community 
Development that their application was selected to receive up to $400,000 in Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) General Purpose funds for 2005.  Neighborworks of 
Grays Harbor County will provide the services related to this contract.  The service 
include single-family housing rehabilitation program for approximately 24 LMI 
homeowners and financial counseling for approximately 1,500 LMI households.  This 
grant continues funding for an established program.  Prior to receiving a contract for this 
grant, the Board must consider and execute the Title VI certification and then authorize 
the chair to sign the environmental review documents and a subrecipient agreement.  A 
motion was made, seconded and passed to execute the Title VI Certification and  
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authorize the Board Chairman to sign the Environmental Review Related Documents and 
Subrecipient Agreement. 
 
10. Request Approval, Award Bid and Approve Contract for Pearsall Building  
HVAC Improvements:  Pursuant to the opening of bids for the Pearsall HVAC project 
on June 6, the Department reviewed the two bids and determined that Sunset Air, Inc. of 
Lacey is the responsible low bidder.  The Department recommended the bid be awarded 
to Sunset Air, Inc. for their bid of $137,844.00.  A motion was made, seconded and 
passed to award the bid to Sunset Air, Inc. and authorize the Board chairman to sign 
contract documents for the Pearsall Building HVAC Improvements project. 
 
11. Request Approval, Local Agency Agreement Supplement – Cougar Smith  
Road Middle Satsop River Bridge Replacement:  A motion was made, seconded and 
passed to authorize the Board Chairman to sign the Local Agency Agreement 
Supplement #1 for the Cougar Smith Road Middle Satsop River Bridge Replacement.  
This agreement requests federal funds for the right of way phase and increased 
preliminary engineering costs.   
 
12. Request Approval, Advertise for Bid Opening – Ocean Beach Road Hazard  
Elimination Project:  July 18, 2005 at 2:00 p.m. is the date and time set for a bid 
opening for the Ocean Beach Road Hazard Elimination Project, C-94230-36.   
 
13. Request Approval, Set Hearing Date for Petition by Don Reams to Vacate  
Right-of-Way:  June 18, 2005 at 2:00 p.m. is the date and time set for a public hearing to 
consider a petition received from Don Reams to vacate the right of way of Blakely Street 
that is adjacent to his property, parcel #170705240050. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT(S) 
 
The Clerk of the Board announced that July 4th is a holiday and there will be no 
Commissioner meeting on that day. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
None 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Commissioner Beerbower asked for public comment.   
 
The following individuals commented regarding the ORV Park. 
 
Jeanette Johnson, resident of 74 Johnson Road, Wishkah, spoke in support of the ORV 
Park as a family recreational opportunity.  Ms. Johnson explained that, unlike other 
sports, the ORV Park allows her entire family to participate at the same time in a 
recreational event.  Ms. Johnson asked the Board to consider operation of the ORV Park. 
 
Brooke Heikkila and her son Seth Heikkila, residents of 910 West Schley, Aberdeen, 
presented a petition with 384 signatures of individuals in support of reopening the ORV 
Park.  Ms. Heikkila reported that the petition signatures were gathered in 1-½ weeks and 
if required she could provide additional signatures.  Ms. Heikkila read the petition 
expressing support of Grays Harbor reopening the ORV Park.  The petitioners believe 
that it would be a good opportunity to bring tourist dollars into the County and supported 
the reopening of the ORV Park under Grays Harbor County management. 
 
EJ Bushnell reported that he lives in Lynwood and his Dad owns a home in Grays Harbor 
County.  He commented that he and his friends learned to ride motorcycles at the ORV 
Park and he would like for it to be reopened.   
 
Diana Bushnell, resident of 14 Holly Lane, Pacific Beach, reported that she and her 
family enjoyed using the ORV Park when it was open.  Ms. Bushnell commented that it 
was a wonderful place for families to spend time together.  Ms. Bushnell summarized and 
expressed support for Grays Harbor to reopen the ORV Park. 
 
Clarence A. Roberts, resident of 3015 East Hoquiam Road, Hoquiam, reported that he 
has spent years at the ORV Park and has four generations of kids who have gone to the 
ORV Park.  Mr. Roberts reported that he still buys his ORV License and hopes that the 
ORV Park will reopen.  He believes that the family atmosphere is good at the ORV Park 
and he asked the Board to consider reopening the ORV Park. 
 
Edward B. Bushnell, resident of Lynwood Washington and property owner at North 
Beach, Moclips, spoke in support of the ORV Park.  Mr. Bushnell reported that he is the 
Northwest Outdoor Coalition President.  He provided information regarding risk versus 
opportunity.  Mr. Bushnell discussed financing of the ORV Park and the cost of  
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maintaining a closed park.  He provided information regarding various grants available 
for improvement and operation of the ORV Park.  Mr. Bushnell reported that if Grays 
Harbor County assumed the operation of the ORV Park the estimated funds that Grays 
Harbor County would receive is $225,000 not including any grant money allocated by the 
legislature for maintenance and operation.  Mr. Bushnell outlined equipment that Grays 
Harbor County would acquire if they took over the operation of the ORV Park.  Mr. 
Bushnell provided information regarding the 2006 Legislative Session issues.  He 
reported that Senator Tim Sheldon has been a supporter of the ORV Park and is willing to 
help during the new legislative session.  Mr. Bushnell commented on the issue involving 
insurance and discussed insurance options that have been developed through the 
Coalition.  Mr. Bushnell summarized and asked the Board to allow the ORV users to 
demonstrate what they can do with the ORV Park.   
 
Chairman Beerbower clarified that the Board was contacted by the County Risk Pool to 
meet with the Board to introduce their new director.   
 
Alfie Bensinger resident of 523 Solki Road, Aberdeen, commented that supervised 
recreation is important.  He shared personal information regarding an accident that 
occurred at a supervised event and how he benefited from receiving timely medical 
attention.  Mr. Bensinger reiterated how important it is to have supervised recreational 
activities available for family events.  Mr. Bensinger commented that the ORV Park 
could be cost effective and he is willing to do what he can to help make the ORV Park 
successful.  He summarized and asked the Board to make an informed decision based on 
good business practice.   
 
Jess Johnson, resident of 57 Johnson Road, Wishkah, commented that he likes the ORV 
Park because it is a nice track and he enjoys riding there with his friends.   
 
There was no additional public comment. 
 
STAFF MEETINGS 
 
The Board held staff meetings on Monday, June 20, 2005, starting at 9:00 a.m.  These 
staff meetings are advertised public meetings, held in the Commissioners’ Conference 
Room.  The Commissioners and Clerk of the Board reviewed calendars and pending daily 
office issues.  The Board met with Maryann Welch, Public Health and Social Services, 
Larry Smith, Director of the Forestry Department, Sheriff Mike Whelan (Executive  
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Session – litigation) and Paul Easter, Lee Napier, Kevin Varness and Russ Esses of the 
Department of Public Services. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
No. 2005-57 Authorizing A Supplemental Extension In The Budget Of The 

Grays Harbor County Special Fund #001-000-000. 
 
No. 2005-58 Authorizing A Supplemental Extension In The Budget Of The 

Grays Harbor County General Fund Public Health and Social 
Services Department #001-000-029. 

 
No. 2005-59 Resolution Adopting The Six Year Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP) 2006-2011 For Grays Harbor 
County, Washington 

 
ORDINANCES 
 
None 
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The meeting adjourned at 3:01 p.m. to Monday, June 27, 2005 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
     BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
     for Grays Harbor County 
     this    day of    , 2005 
 
 
 
 
 
             
     BOB BEERBOWER, Chairman 

Commissioner, District 1 
 
 
 
 
             
     MIKE WILSON, Commissioner, District 2 
 
 
 
 
             
     ALBERT A. CARTER, Commissioner, District 3 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
      
Donna Caton 
Clerk of the Board 


