
MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – GRAYS HARBOR COUNTY 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
 

April 18, 2005 
 
The Commissioners met in regular session in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, 
Administration Building, Montesano, Washington, on Monday, April 18, 2005, at 2:00 
p.m.  Commissioners Bob Beerbower, Al Carter and Mike Wilson were present.  Also in 
attendance was Donna Caton, Clerk of the Board.  Jim Baker, Senior Deputy Prosecuting 
Attorney was present. 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND FLAG SALUTE 
 
Chairman Beerbower called the meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance to the flag 
of the United States of America being recited.   
 
MINUTES 
 
April 11, 2005:  The minutes of the Commissioners’ Meeting of April 11, 2005 were 
approved as presented. 
 
BIDS 
 
1. Courtesy Bid Opening for Westport Senior House Expansion:  There was a  
courtesy bid opening for the Westport Senior House expansion.  The Clerk of the Board 
announced that four bids have been received.  The bids were opened and read as follows: 
 
 New Beginnings Construction, LLC  $120,000.00 
 Integrity Construction    $169,611.00 
 Rognlin’s Inc., Aberdeen   $160,000.00 
 Imnan Construction, Westport  $100,637.78 
 
The bids were forwarded to Westport Senior House representatives.  
 
HEARINGS 
 
None 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
None 
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PROCLAMATION 
 
1. Master Gardeners Week:  Don Tapio with WSU Extension in Grays Harbor  
County made a presentation.  On behalf of the 125 Master Gardeners in Grays Harbor 
and Pacific Counties Mr. Tapio expressed appreciation for Proclaiming this as Master 
Gardener Week in Grays Harbor County.  Mr. Tapio shared some of the activities Master 
Gardeners are currently involved in.  He reported that last fall they graduated another 
class of both Master Gardeners and Master Diagnosticians.  The volunteers are working 
on projects that range from teaching kids how to grow carrots to working with Habitat for 
Humanity homeowners on low/cost easy maintenance landscaping for their new homes.  
They will be co-sponsoring the Master Builders Home and Garden Show at the County 
Fairgrounds in Elma May 21 and 22.  Mr. Tapio reported that Plant Diagnostic clinics 
started in March and are held at a different location every Saturday throughout the 
county.  The Master Gardeners continue to maintain a Demonstration Garden at the 
County Fairgrounds.  The Master Gardeners are working in partnership with the Ocean 
Shores Interpretive Center and provide monthly Seminars open to the public.  The 
Annual Garden tour is scheduled for July 30th and will feature gardens in the East 
Hoquiam area.  Master Gardeners continue to partner with the County’s Solid Waste 
program.  Last year the Master Gardeners funded the after school enrichment program at 
AJ West Elementary School.  Master Gardeners have become involved in the 6th grade 
School to Work Program.  There are plans to partner with the 4-H program to offer a 
Garden Growing Contest for youth.  This year Master Gardeners will offer a $1000 
scholarship to a student at one of 8 high schools in Grays Harbor and Pacific Counties 
who plans to attend WSU and major in Horticulture.  Mr. Tapio summarized and 
expressed appreciation to the Board of County Commissioners for their continued 
support of the Master Gardener program through the local WSU Extension office. 
 
Donna Caton, Clerk of the Board, read the proposed proclamation.  A motion was made, 
seconded and passed to approve a Proclamation declaring April 17 through 23, 2005 as 
Washington State University Master Gardener Volunteer Week and urging all citizens to 
join in this observance.  Commissioner Carter expressed his appreciation to the Master 
Gardeners for their volunteer service to the community. 
 
COMMISSIONERS 
 
None 
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DEPARTMENTS 
 
DISTRICT COURT 
 
1. Request Approval, Authorization to Sign Information Technology Purchase  
Primary Agreement with Washington State Administrative Office of the Courts:  A 
motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the Information Technology Purchase 
Primary Agreement between the State of Washington Administrative Office of the Courts 
and Grays Harbor County.  Authorization was granted to allow Gary Mawhorter or Dale 
Gowan, on behalf of the District Court department, to sign the Information Technology 
Purchase Primary Agreement.  The Administrative Office of the Courts is allowing the 
courts the option to purchase their own equipment and be reimbursed by their agency 
rather than the state providing the equipment.  Grays Harbor County District Court would 
like to enter into this agreement with the state.  Jim Baker has reviewed the contract and 
approved it as to form and he will provide his signature after the appropriate approval. 
 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
 
1. Request Approval, Washington Counties Insurance Fund Business Associate  
Agreement:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve a revised Business 
Associate Agreement between the Washington Counties Insurance Fund and Grays 
Harbor County.  This agreement is required to comply with the Health Insurance 
Portability Act of 1996 (HIPAA).  The compliance Security Rule deadline is April 20, 
2005 and this Security Rule requires WCIF to have another document signed by the 
County that acknowledges WCIF’s assurances that they have appropriate safeguards in 
place to protect Electronic Protected Health Information.  The revised Business Associate 
Agreement addresses the Security Rule and replaces the previously signed agreement.  
Rose Elway, Director of Management Services/Budget/Insurance, recommended the 
Agreement be signed. 
 
2. Request Approval, One Time Only Interlocal Agreement – Cranberry Coast  
Chamber of Commerce:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve a One 
Time Only Interlocal Agreement between Grays Harbor County and the Cranberry Coast 
Chamber of Commerce for $1,000.  Funding will be used to reimburse Cranberry Coast 
for brochures and postage for the Driftwood Show and Glass Float Round-up.  Funding 
will be paid from the 3% Tourism fund. 
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3. Request Approval, Set Hearing Date – Supplemental Budget Request –  
Public Health and Social Services Department:  May 2, 2005 at 2:00 p.m. is the date 
and time set for a public hearing to consider a Supplemental Budget for $45,688 in the 
General Fund Public Health and Social Services Department due to amendment #2 
received from the State Department of Health for the Consolidated Contract.  Funding 
will be used for HVAC system improvements, the purchase of a computer network 
server, and program enhancements for WIC, Emergency Preparedness and Tobacco 
Prevention. 
 
4. Request Approval, Resolution – Budget Transfer – Special Projects Fund:  A  
motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 2005-34 – 
Transferring Items In The Grays Harbor County Miscellaneous Fund Special 
Projects #101-000-000.  This resolution allows that a $2,000 transfer be made within the 
Special Projects Fund.  Budget is available to transfer from Community Development to 
Special Projects for funding for the Aberdeen Parks and Recreation Summer Food 
Program. 
 
PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 
1. Request Approval, Elma-McCleary Road Vertical Alignment Project/Set  
Two Week Road Closure:  Rognlin’s Inc. has requested to start the Elma-McCleary 
Road Vertical Alignment Project early and have a 2-week road closure in May and June.  
The Elma School District has been contacted and they are willing to use the detours.  A 
motion was made, seconded and passed to allow Rognlin’s to expedite this Safety Project 
and grant them an earlier road closure date.  The County will provide advance notice of 
the road closure when the exact dates are known. 
 
2. Request Approval, Resolution Acknowledging Vacation of Rights-Of-Way- 
Petition From Kenneth Culver:  The Department of Public Services received a petition 
from Kenneth Culver to acknowledge vacation of rights-of-way surrounding property he 
owns in the plat of City of Grays Harbor (Southside).  The Department found no record 
of any of these rights-of-way ever being opened within the applicable time period.  The 
Department has no objection to the Board acknowledging the vacation that occurred by 
operation of law.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 
2005-35 – Acknowledging Vacation, Plat of Grays Harbor City, Southside, E-Deeds 
Page 62, Records of Grays Harbor County, Washington . 
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3. Request Approval, Award Bid – One (1) or More, Four Post Surface  
Mounted Vehicle Lift:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to award the bid for 
one (1) or more Four-Post Surface Mounted Vehicle Lift.  The bid of $13,334.00 was 
awarded to Gray Automotive Products Company, having the only bid meeting 
specifications. 
 
4. Request Approval, Right-of-Way Deed – Ocean Beach County Road No.  
94230:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve a Right-of-Way Deed for 
Ocean Beach County Road, No. 94230. 
 
5.   Request Approval, 2004 Citizen Corps Program Grant:  A motion was made,  
seconded and passed to approve a grant from Thurston County in the amount of $6,742.  
The funds from this grant come from Washington State and the Department of Homeland 
Security and will be used to help offset the expenses of Citizen Corps activities. 
 
6.   Request Approval, Set Hearing Date – Petition to Vacate Rights-of-Way  
Within Foster’s Addition to Cedarville:  May 9, 2005 at 2:00 p.m. is the date and time 
set for a hearing to consider a petition from John and Donna Bennett to vacate all rights 
of way within Foster’s Addition to Cedarville except High Street. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT(S): 
 
None 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
The Clerk of the Board announced the following correspondence received: 
 
1. A use permit application from Ron Hubacka, Treasurer of the Elma Game Club, 

to use the Vance Creek Park for a fishing derby event sponsored by the Elma 
Game Club, Chehalis Basin Fisheries Task Force.  The event is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 30, 2005 from 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  A motion was made, 
seconded and passed to approve the request contingent upon review by the 
Sheriff’s Department, Risk Management, and the Department of Public Services. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Commissioner Beerbower asked for public comment.  Christi Clemons resident of 112 
Conifer Court in Elma, Washington commented on the lack of an animal control facility 
between Elma and Shelton.  She suggested that a facility be established to accommodate 
unwanted animals.  She also reported on problems with Garden Hill Road and the need 
for repair.  Commissioner Wilson provided information regarding the Animal Control 
facility in Aberdeen.  The cost to operate the Aberdeen Animal Control department is 
approximately $101,000 annually.  Commissioner Wilson explained that in the past the 
Grays Harbor County Sheriff’s Department had an animal control officer.  Due to budget 
reasons the position was eliminated.   
 
Ms. McDonald with Westport South Beach Senior Citizen Center thanked the Board for 
the courtesy bid opening for the Westport Senior House expansion project.  She shared 
photographs from the ground-breaking ceremony.  There was no additional public 
comment. 
 
STAFF MEETINGS 
 
The Board held staff meetings on Monday, April 18, 2005, starting at 9:00 a.m.  These 
staff meetings are advertised public meetings, held in the Commissioners’ Conference 
Room.  The Commissioners and Clerk of the Board reviewed calendars and pending daily 
office issues.  The Board met with Paul Easter, Director of the Department of Public 
Services and Larry Smith, Director of the Forestry Department. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
No. 2005-34 Transferring Items In The Grays Harbor County 

Miscellaneous Fund Special Projects #101-000-000 
 
No. 2005-35 Acknowledging Vacation, Plat of Grays Harbor City, 

Southside, E-Deeds Page 62, Records of Grays Harbor County, 
Washington 

 
ORDINANCES 
 
None 
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The meeting adjourned at 2:44 p.m. to Monday, April 25, 2005 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
     BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
     for Grays Harbor County 
     this    day of    , 2005 
 
 
 
 
 
             
     BOB BEERBOWER, Chairman 

Commissioner, District 1 
 
 
 
 
             
     MIKE WILSON, Commissioner, District 2 
 
 
 
 
             
     ALBERT A. CARTER, Commissioner, District 3 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
      
Donna Caton 
Clerk of the Board 


