
MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – GRAYS HARBOR COUNTY 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
 

November 1, 2004 
 
The Commissioners met in regular session in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, 
Administration Building, Montesano, Washington, on Monday, November 1, 2004, at 
2:00 p.m.  Commissioners Bob Beerbower, Al Carter and Dennis Morrisette were 
present.  Also in attendance was Donna Caton, Clerk of the Board and Stew Menefee, 
Prosecuting Attorney.   
 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the Commissioners’ Meeting 
of October 25, 2004 were approved as presented.   
 
BIDS 
 
None 
 
HEARINGS 
 
1. Supplemental Appropriation – Fair Fund/Recreation and Activities:  There  
was a public hearing to consider Supplemental Appropriation as follows:  Fair 
Fund/Recreation and Activities #103-600-000 in the amount of $20,000.  Chairman 
Morrisette asked for a staff report.  Rose Elway, Budget Director, reported the 
supplemental budget in the Recreation and Activities Fund for $20,000 is due to an 
increase in the 3% Hotel/Motel tax.  Funds will be used for advertising in December and 
revision of the television commercial to reflect winter tourism specials.  Chairman 
Morrisette asked for public comment.  There was no public comment and the hearing was 
closed. 
 
Decision:  Resolution:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve 
Resolution No. 2004-84 – Authorizing A Supplemental Extension In The Budget Of 
The Grays Harbor County Fair Fund Recreation And Activities #103-600-000. 
 
2. Supplemental Appropriation – Special Projects Fund #101-000-000:  There  
was a public hearing to consider Supplemental Appropriation as follows:  Special 
Projects Fund #101-000-000 in the amount of $28,000.  Chairman Morrisette asked for a 
staff report.  Rose Elway, Budget Director, reported the supplemental budget is due to a 
grant received from the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife for the 
continuation of the salmon recovery program.  This grant pays for a coordinator, Lee 
Napier, and for technical support for the salmon recovery program. Chairman Morrisette 
asked for public comment.  There was no public comment and the hearing was closed. 
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Decision:  Resolution:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve 
Resolution No. 2004-85 – Authorizing A Supplemental Extension In The Budget Of 
The Grays Harbor County Special Projects Fund #101-000-000. 
 
3. Amending GHCC Chapter 3.44 Relating to Timber Harvest Taxation:  There  
was a public hearing to consider an ordinance amending Chapter 3.44 of the Grays 
Harbor County Code to include timber harvested from public lands in the timber excise 
tax, with a tax rate phased in over ten years, to be effective January 1, 2005, as permitted 
by Chapter 177, Laws of 2004.  The following summary provides a brief description of 
the ordinance to be presented to the Board of Commissioners of Grays Harbor County for 
consideration:  An Ordinance relating to taxation, amending Chapter 3.44 of the Grays 
Harbor County Code imposing an excise tax on timber harvested from private lands and 
from public lands, phased in over ten years, and credited against the state tax, providing 
for administration and collection by the state and establishing January 1, 2005 effective 
date.  A full text of the proposed ordinance was available at the County Commissioners 
Office, Suite 1, County Administration Building, 100 West Broadway, Montesano, 
Washington.  Chairman Morrisette asked for a staff report.  Ron Strabbing, Grays Harbor 
County Treasurer, provided background information and a staff report.  Chairman 
Morrisette asked for public comment.  There was no public comment and the hearing was 
closed.   
 
Decision:  Ordinance: A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve 
Ordinance No. 328 – An Ordinance Relating to Taxation, Amending Chapter 3.44 of 
the Grays Harbor County Code Imposing An Excise Tax On Timber Harvested 
From Private Lands And From Public Lands, Phased In Over Ten Years, And 
Credited Against The State Tax, Providing For Administration And Collection By 
The State Department; Creating A Timber Tax Account And Establishing A 
January 1, 2005 Effective Date. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 2004-86 – 
Approving An Agreement With The Department Of Revenue For The Collection Of 
County Forest Excise Tax. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Bill Curtright, Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs Regarding 
Accreditation:  Bill Curtright spoke on behalf of the Washington State Association of 
Sheriffs and Police Chiefs regarding accreditation.  Mr. Curtright and Jim LaMunyon, 
Deputy Director, made a presentation.  Mr. LaMunyon reported that this is the third 
accreditation for Grays Harbor County and started in 1995 when Commissioner 
Morrisette served as County Sheriff.  He commended the Sheriff’s department for their  
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standards as an agency.  They are operating by the standards of a national accreditation 
and local accreditation agency and providing service to the citizens of Grays Harbor 
County in a professional manner.  Mr. LaMunyon presented Sheriff Whelan with an 
award of accreditation and congratulated him.  Sheriff Whelan expressed appreciation to 
the representatives from the Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs for 
being present to make the award.  He stated that this is a department-wide award that the 
entire department worked for.  Sheriff Whelan expressed appreciation to all of the 
departmental staff.  Chairman Morrisette expressed appreciation to the Sheriff and his 
department.   
 
COMMISSIONERS 
 
None 
 
DEPARTMENTS 
 
FORESTRY 
 
1. Request Approval, Set December 20, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. as the Date and Time 
to Open Bids for Tree Planting:  December 20, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. is the date and time 
set bid opening for the planting of approximately 276 acres of County forestland. 
 
JUVENILE COURT SERVICES 
 
1. Request Approval, Contract with DSHS:  A motion was made, seconded and  
passed to approve a Juvenile Services Contract with the State of Washington DSHS.  The 
contract is in the amount of $13,100.  This contract will provide a contracted family 
therapist to continue Functional Family Therapy through August 31, 2005. 
 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 
1. Request Approval, Resolution for a Budget Amendment Transfer – WSU 
Cooperative Extension:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve 
Resolution No. 2004-87 – Transferring Items In The Grays Harbor County General 
Fund Cooperative Extension #001-022.  This resolution authorizes a budget 
amendment request from the WSU Cooperative Extension to transfer $2,471 from 
various categories to salaries and travel.  This will cover the salaries needed to complete 
the Quinault Weed Project for the remainder of the year. 
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2. Request Approval, Set Hearing for Emergency Budget Adjustment –  
Auditor’s Office:  November 15, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. is the date and time set for an 
emergency budget hearing in the Auditor’s Office for $21,000 due to retirement costs of 
accumulated vacation, comp time and a portion of the sick leave payouts of the Election 
Supervisor due at the end of this year.   
 
3. Request Approval, Set Hearing Date for Supplemental Budget Request –  
Election Reserve Fund #116-000:  November 15, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. is the date and time 
set for a supplemental budget hearing in the Election Reserve Fund for $74,000 in new 
revenue received from the Washington State Secretary of State Primary Election Grant.  
Funding will be used for election costs attributed to the new style of primary election. 
 
PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 
1. Request Approval, Local Agency Agreement – Aberdeen Gardens  
Road/Wishkah River Bridge Replacement, C-51240-01:  A motion was made, 
seconded and passed to approve a Local Agency Agreement Supplement #5 for the 
Aberdeen Gardens Road/Wishkah River Bridge Replacement, C-51240-01.  This 
supplement will provide for additional federal funding for construction engineering 
services. 
 
2. Request Approval, Set Date Hearing of November 29, 2004 – Junction City  
Right-of-Way Vacation Petition:  November 29, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. is the date and time 
for a public hearing to consider a vacation petition submitted by Junction City 
Development Co. LLC to vacate several county roads and unopened rights of way in the 
Plat of Junction City. 
 
3. Request Approval, Resolution – No Parking Signs Wishkah Road 94311:   
The Department of Public Services requested parking restrictions at M.P. 1.534 through 
M.P. 1.772 on the West Side of Wishkah Road.  The Department recommended that this 
Resolution be adopted because of the limited sight distance and lack of adequate roadway 
width to accommodate parking in this area.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 2004-88 -- 
Road Restriction – No Parking Anytime – Wishkah Road.  This resolution adopts 
the posting of “No Parking” signs at this location. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT(S): 
 
None 
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CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
The Clerk of the Board announced the following correspondence received: 
 
An e-mail dated November 1, 2004 and received from Stanley J. Trohimovich, Aberdeen, 
Washington.  Subject – So Called Property Taxes and Your Official Bond Promise. 
 
An e-mail dated November 1, 2004 and received from Stanley J. Trohimovich, Aberdeen, 
Washington.  Subject – Correction to Message (So Called Property Taxes and Your 
Official Bond Promise.)  
 
Chairman Morrisette announced the correspondence would be available to the public, 
forwarded to the Prosecuting Attorney’s office and placed on file. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Chairman Morrisette asked for public comment.  Thomas VanFossen, resident of #8 Elk 
Ridge Lane, 248 Mox Chehalis Road, reported on violations of the red and green tagged 
property at #27 Elk Ridge Lane.  He submitted photographs of the neighboring properties 
and #27 Elk Ridge Lane.  Mr. VanFossen expressed concern with problems involving 
#27 Elk Ridge Lane and asked for assistance from the County.  Chairman Morrisette 
reported that County staff would review the issue.  There was no additional public 
comment. 
 
STAFF MEETINGS 
 
The Board held staff meetings on Monday, November 1, 2004, starting at 9:00 a.m.  
These staff meetings are advertised public meetings, held in the Commissioners’ 
Conference Room.  The Commissioners and Clerk of the Board reviewed calendars and 
pending daily office issues.  The Board met with Mike Whelan, County Sheriff, Vern 
Spatz, County Auditor and Paul Easter, Director, Department of Public Services. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
#2004-84 Authorizing A Supplemental Extension In The Budget Of The Grays 

Harbor County Fair Fund Recreation And Activities #103-600-000. 
 
#2004-85 Authorizing A Supplemental Extension In The Budget Of The Grays 

Harbor County Special Projects Fund #101-000-000. 
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#2004-86 Approving An Agreement With The Department Of Revenue For The 

Collection Of County Forest Excise Tax. 
 
#2004-87 Transferring Items In The Grays Harbor County General Fund 

Cooperative Extension #001-022. 
 
#2004-88  Road Restriction – No Parking Anytime – Wishkah Road. 
 
ORDINANCES 
 
#328 An Ordinance Relating to Taxation, Amending Chapter 3.44 of the 

Grays Harbor County Code Imposing An Excise Tax On Timber 
Harvested From Private Lands And From Public Lands, Phased In 
Over Ten Years, And Credited Against The State Tax, Providing For 
Administration And Collection By The State Department; Creating A 
Timber Tax Account And Establishing A January 1, 2005 Effective 
Date. 
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The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m. to Monday, November 8, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
     BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
     for Grays Harbor County 
     this    day of    , 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
             
     BOB BEERBOWER, Commissioner, District 1 
 
 
 
 
             
     DENNIS MORRISETTE, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
             
     ALBERT A. CARTER, Commissioner, District 3 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
      
Donna Caton 
Clerk of the Board 


