
MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – GRAYS HARBOR COUNTY 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
 

October 25, 2004 
 
The Commissioners met in regular session in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, 
Administration Building, Montesano, Washington, on Monday, October 25, 2004, at 2:00 
p.m.  Commissioners Bob Beerbower, Al Carter and Dennis Morrisette were present.  
Also in attendance was Donna Caton, Clerk of the Board and Stew Menefee, Prosecuting 
Attorney.   
 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the Commissioners’ Meeting 
of October 18, 2004 were approved as presented.   
 
BIDS 
 
None 
 
HEARINGS 
 
1. Rezone Hearing – Case #2004-1509, Applicant John and Tina Niels:  There 
was a public hearing to consider an application submitted by John and Tina Niels to 
rezone a platted parcel currently zoned General Development One (G-1), to General 
Commercial (C-2).  The proposal is located on Assessor’s Tax Parcel #180631240010 at 
the physical address of 801 Monte-Elma Road within the Southeast quarter of the 
Northwest quarter of Section 31, Township 18N, Range 6 W.W.M., Grays Harbor 
County, Washington.  After the conclusion of the hearing, the Board will meet in regular 
session to consider an ordinance amending the Grays Harbor County Official Zoning 
Maps Adopted Pursuant to Grays Harbor County Code Title 17 Approving A Petition for 
Rezone Case #2004-1509.  A complete copy of the ordinance was made available to the 
public upon request of the Clerk of the Board at the Commissioner’s Office, 100 West 
Broadway, Suite 1, Montesano, Washington.  Information regarding the application was 
available from Curt Crites, Grays Harbor County Planning Division.  The Clerk of the 
Board announced that a correspondence regarding this hearing was received on October 
21, 2004 from Jerald A. Klein, Seattle, Washington.  Chairman Morrisette asked for a 
staff report.  Curt Crites, County Planner, reported the intent of the rezone is to allow for 
construction and use of the site for a commercial mini storage facility.  The ownership 
involves other parcels already zoned commercial and they are planning to extend the 
Commercial Zoning District to the 2.50-acre parcel.  Mr. Crites reported that prior to this 
hearing the following information was provided to the Board of County Commissioners 
and the applicant and he requested that it be entered into the record.   
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1. Record of Action containing the Planning Commission’s adopted findings of fact, 

conclusions and Conditions of Approval, along with County Staff’s 
recommendations. 

 
2. Application for rezone and supporting letter. 
 
3. Site plan/vicinity map. 
 
4. SEPA Mitigated Determination of Non-Significance (MDNS). 
 
5. Environmental checklist. 
 
6. Notice of public hearing. 
 
7. Property owners of record within 300 feet of the proposal. 
 
8. Affidavit of Publication from The Vidette. 
 
Mr. Crites reported that the Planning Commission unanimously approved the Rezone 
request, Case #2004-1509 based upon the following conclusions: 
 
I. 
 
The proposal will allow land-uses consistent with the surrounding area.  
 
a. The proposal is on undeveloped land, near major transportation corridors and existing 

commercial uses.  A few residential uses are in close proximity to the proposed site. 
The State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) threshold review for this proposal 
resulted in a Mitigated Determination of Non-Significance (MDNS). The proposal, as 
conditioned through the use of mitigation measures, reasonably assures adjacent 
residents against nuisances associated with commercial development.  

 
b. The 2.50 acres proposed for rezone is directly adjacent to lands zoned for commercial 

uses. 
 
c. The proposed property has direct access to Monte-Elma Road. 
 
II. 
 
The proposal will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare, or injurious to 
property or improvements in the vicinity and zone in which the subject property is  
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located. 
 
a. Future uses associated with the proposal will not create a hazardous condition. The 

State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) threshold review for this proposal resulted in 
a Mitigated Determination of Non-Significance (MDNS). The proposal, as 
conditioned through the use of mitigation measures, does not represent a probable 
significant adverse impact to elements of either the natural or built environment. 

 
b. The property subject to this rezone request is adjacent to existing commercially zoned 

property.  Furthermore, the property has been historically used for commercial/light 
industrial businesses. 

 
III.  
 
The proposal is consistent with the goals, objectives and policies of the Grays Harbor 
County Rural Lands Element, as the site is part of or abutting the rural development 
center of Satsop, in which a variety of residential, commercial and industrial uses are 
allowed. 
 
IV. 
 
Any future commercial development on this property will be subject to additional 
environmental review, including opportunities for public comment. Although, locally 
adopted State Environmental Policy Act categorically exemption levels in Grays Harbor 
County Code 18.04.090 apply. 
 
V. 
 
Findings III, IV, V, XI, and XII show that the proposal will not be materially detrimental 
to the public welfare, or injurious to property or improvements in the vicinity and zone in 
which the subject site is located.  The public interest would be met by granting this 
rezone. 
 
Chairman Morrisette asked for public comment.  There was no public comment and the 
hearing was closed.   
 
Decision:  Ordinance: A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve 
Ordinance No. 326 – An Ordinance Amending the Grays Harbor County Official 
Zoning Maps Adopted Pursuant to Grays Harbor County Code Approving a 
Petition for Rezone Case #2004-1509. 
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2. Amending GHCC Chapter 8.20 and Ordinance 104, as Amended by  
Ordinance 165 & 212, Regulating Use of Recreational Vehicles and Camping Within 
Unincorporated Areas of Grays Harbor County:  There was a public hearing to 
consider an ordinance amending Chapter 8.20 of the Grays Harbor County Code and 
Ordinance 104, as amended by Ordinance 165 and 212, regulating use of recreational 
vehicles and camping within unincorporated areas of Grays Harbor County.  The 
following summary provides a brief description of the ordinance to be presented to the 
Board of Commissioners of Grays Harbor County for consideration:  An Ordinance 
amending Chapter 8.20 of the Grays Harbor County Code to provide clearer distinctions 
between types of recreational vehicles, specific time limits for camping use and making 
certain textual changes to improve understanding and clarity.  The Board of County 
Commissioners finds it necessary to amend Chapter 8.20 of the Grays Harbor County 
Code and Ordinances 104, 165, and 212 to clearly distinguish between types of 
recreational vehicles, specific time limits for camping use, and making certain textual 
modification to improve understanding and clarity in regulating use of recreational 
vehicles and camping within the County to prevent the potential or actual occurrence of 
unsanitary conditions hazardous to public health and safety.  A full text of the proposed 
ordinance was available at the County Commissioners Office, Suite 1, County 
Administration Building, 100 West Broadway, Montesano, Washington.  Chairman 
Morrisette asked for a staff report.  Doug George, Director of Environmental Health, 
provided background information and a staff report.  Chairman Morrisette asked for 
public comment.  There was no public comment and the hearing was closed.   
 
Decision:  Ordinance: A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve 
Ordinance No. 327 – An Ordinance Amending Chapter 8.20 of the Grays Harbor 
County Code and Ordinance 104, as Amended by Ordinance 165 and 212, 
Regulating Use Of Recreational Vehicles and Camping Within Unincorporated 
Areas of Grays Harbor County. 
 
3. Emergency Budget Appropriation – Superior Court #001-000-033:  There  
was a public hearing to consider Emergency Appropriation as follows:  Superior Court, 
#001-000-033 in the amount of $201,000.  Gordon Godfrey, Superior Court Judge, 
reported that annually they review the court’s expenditures to determine whether an 
emergency supplement to their budget will be needed.  To date, the court has expended 
$808,000 in the 30, 40s and 60s categories, leaving only $159,000 remaining.  
Projections indicated that a supplement of $201,000 would be necessary to allow the 
court to function through the remainder of the calendar year.  The areas of budgetary 
overrun are indigent attorney’s fees, past and current years, and the guardian ad litem 
attorney’s fees.  Judge Godfrey reported that these areas are matters of which the court 
has limited control.  Chairman Morrisette asked for public comment.  There was no 
public comment and the hearing was closed. 
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Decision:  Resolution:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve 
Resolution No. 2004-80 – Authorizing An Emergency Appropriation In The Budget 
Of The Grays Harbor County General Fund Superior Court #001-000-033.    
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
None 
 
COMMISSIONERS 
 
None 
 
DEPARTMENTS 
 
AUDITOR 
 
1. Request Approval, Cancellation of Warrants:  A motion was made, seconded  
and passed to approve Resolution No. 2004-81 – Cancellation of Warrants.  This 
resolution cancels warrants not presented within one year of issue and adjusts records to 
leave the originating funds as if the warrants had never been drawn (RCW 39.56.040).  
The warrants total $1,449.43. 
 
FORESTRY 
 
1. Request Approval, Timber Sale – Accept High Bids and Award Contracts: 
Following are the results of the Grays Harbor County Timber sales held October 15, 
2004: 
 
Sale    Successful Bidder   Value 
 
Kirkpatrick Road No. 1 Sierra Pacific Industries  $  32,590.73 
 
Seastrand No. 2  Sierra Pacific Industries  $797,902.68 
 
Kirkpatrick Road No. 2 Sierra Pacific Industries  $676,645.05 
 
Breckenridge No. 2  Sierra Pacific Industries  $586,333.58 
 
Foggy Top   Sierra Pacific Industries  $798,819.47 
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Barlow Creek/Stafford Creek  
Cedar Salvage   M & L Cedar, Inc.   $ 93,551.00 
 
       Total         $2,985,842.51 
 
A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the high bids as indicated above and 
approve the contracts for the foregoing timber sales. 
 
The Clerk of the Board announced the following item received after the agenda was 
prepared: 
 
GRAYS HARBOR COUNTY EXTENSION 
 
Request Approval, Verification of Support, Family Nutrition Education Program:  
A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the Verification of Support for the 
Family Nutrition Education Program.  This relates to the Family Nutrition Education 
Program provided to low income youth and families throughout Grays Harbor by County 
Extension staff.  The program is funded with an in-kind match on a dollar for dollar basis 
with the Food and Nutrition Service, USDA, through Washington State University.  The 
Verification of Support is submitted once a quarter. 
  
MANAGEMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 
1. Request Approval, Set Hearing for GHC 2005 Property Tax Levy for the  
General Fund – November 15, 2004:  November 15, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. is the date and 
time set for the 2005 Grays Harbor County property tax levy for the General Fund, Road 
Fund, and Pacific Beach/Moclips Water System Bond Fund.    
 
PUBLIC HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 
1. Request Approval, Amend Contract with DSHS/Division of Developmental  
Disabilities – Real Choices Program:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
approve an amendment to the County’s Program Agreement with the State DSHS 
Division of Developmental Disabilities for the Real Choices program.  The amendment 
extends the contract through December 31, 2004. 
 
2. Request Approval, University of Kansas Medical Center Agreement:  A  
motion was made, seconded and passed to approve an Agreement between the County 
and the University of Kansas Medical Center.  The Public Health and Social Services 
Department will have a student from their School of Nursing doing her internship in their 
Department beginning in mid-November.  The intern will not provide clinical services  
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but will be working one to two days a week with the health education and assessment 
staff on specific projects overseen by a Nurse Manager. 
 
3. Request Approval, DSHS/Mental Health Division Amendment:  A motion  
was made, seconded and passed to approve an amendment to the County’s current 
contract with the DSHS Mental Health Division.  This amendment makes changes to the 
contract that reflect the Mental Health Division’s understanding of requirements dictated 
by the federal Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  Additionally, 
Medicaid rates and the federal match rate are increased, resulting in new funding. 
 
PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 
1. Request Approval, Sunset Street Memorandum of Understanding:  Grays  
Harbor County and the developer of seven building lots located along Sunset Street have 
been engaged in discussions during the previous year concerning the extent of road 
improvements that would be necessary to facilitate the issuance of Road Access Permits 
for the aforementioned seven parcels.  These discussions resulted in the preparation of a 
Memorandum of Understanding between Grays Harbor County and developer Robert 
Schuetz that details the required road improvements for Sunset Street.  This 
Memorandum has been reviewed and approved as to form by Grays Harbor County 
Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, James Baker, and reviewed by Grays Harbor 
County Road Engineer, Russ Esses.  The Department of Public Services recommended 
that the Board of County Commissioners approve the Memorandum of Understanding 
between Seaview Ventures Incorporated, Schuetz Real Estate Fund No. 1 Limited 
Liability Corporation (LLC) and Grays Harbor County to accomplish road widening and 
drainage to Sunset Street in unincorporated Grays Harbor County.  A motion was made, 
seconded and passed to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between Seaview 
Ventures Incorporated, Schuetz Real Estate Fund No. 1 Limited Liability Corporation 
(LLC) and Grays Harbor County to accomplish road widening and drainage to Sunset 
Street in unincorporated Grays Harbor County. 
 
2. Request Approval, New County Road – LaVerne Road, No. 59170:  Two  
resolutions were submitted related to the dead end section of the Upper Wynoochee 
Road, which was created at milepost 7.498 because of the new realignment recently 
completed by the Federal Highway Administration.   
 
A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 2004-82 – Road 
Name Changed From Wynoochee Valley Road #59190 to LaVerne Road, No. 59170.  
This resolution establishes a road name, road classification and mileage deemed for gas 
tax purposes. 
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A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 2004-83 – 
Established Speed Limit/New County Road/LaVerne Road, No. 59170.  This 
resolution establishes speed limit for the 0.315 mile road section. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT(S): 
 
None 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
The Clerk of the Board announced a Claim for Damages against Grays Harbor County 
was received from Robert E. Cooley.  The claim was referred to Risk Management and 
the Claims Review Committee. 
 
A letter was received from Wishkah Cable TV, Inc., Business Office, regarding Sale of 
Cable System by Wishkah Cable TV, Inc. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Chairman Morrisette asked for public comment.  There was no public comment. 
 
STAFF MEETINGS 
 
The Board held staff meetings on Monday, October 25, 2004, starting at 9:00 a.m.  These 
staff meetings are advertised public meetings, held in the Commissioners’ Conference 
Room.  The Commissioners and Clerk of the Board reviewed calendars and pending daily 
office issues.  The Board met with Larry Smith, Director of Forestry, Maryann Welch, 
Public Health and Social Services Department, and Paul Easter, Brian Shea, Kevin 
Varness and Curt Crites, Department of Public Services. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
#2004-80 Authorizing an Emergency Appropriation in the Budget of the Grays 

Harbor County General Fund Superior Court #001-000-033  
 
#2004-81 Cancellation of Warrants 
 
#2004-82 Road Name Changed From Wynoochee Valley Road #59190 to 

LaVerne Road 
 
#2004-83 Established Speed Limit/New County Road/LaVerne Road, No. 59170  
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ORDINANCES 
 
#326 An Ordinance Amending the Grays Harbor County Official Zoning 

Maps Adopted Pursuant to Grays Harbor County Code Approving a 
Petition for Rezone Case #2004-1509 

 
#327 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 8.20 of the Grays Harbor County 

Code and Ordinance 104, as Amended by Ordinance 165 and 212, 
Regulating Use Of Recreational Vehicles and Camping Within 
Unincorporated Areas of Grays Harbor County 
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The meeting adjourned at 2:37 p.m. to Monday, November 1, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
     BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
     for Grays Harbor County 
     this    day of    , 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
             
     BOB BEERBOWER, Commissioner, District 1 
 
 
 
 
             
     DENNIS MORRISETTE, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
             
     ALBERT A. CARTER, Commissioner, District 3 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
      
Donna Caton 
Clerk of the Board 


