
MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – GRAYS HARBOR COUNTY 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
 

October 18, 2004 
 
The Commissioners met in regular session in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, 
Administration Building, Montesano, Washington, on Monday, October 18, 2004, at 2:00 
p.m.  Commissioners Bob Beerbower, Al Carter and Dennis Morrisette were present.  
Also in attendance was Donna Caton, Clerk of the Board and Stew Menefee, Prosecuting 
Attorney.   
 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the Commissioners’ Meeting 
of October 11, 2004 were approved as presented.   
 
BIDS 
 
None 
 
HEARINGS 
 
1. Emergency Budget Hearing – Prosecutor’s Office #001-000-030:  There was  
a public hearing to consider an Emergency Appropriation as follows:  Prosecutor’s Fund 
#001-000-030 in the amount of $10,000.00.   Chairman Morrisette asked for a staff 
report.  Stew Menefee, Prosecuting Attorney, reported that the emergency budget request 
is in the amount of $10,000 in the Prosecutor’s Office due to the increase in criminal 
professional services for the trial preparation and testimony of a re-trial of a vehicular 
homicide defendant and a nine-year-old murder case to be tried this year.  Chairman 
Morrisette asked for public comment.  There was no public comment and the hearing was 
closed.   
 
Action:  Resolution: A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve 
Resolution No. 2004-78 -- Authorizing an Emergency Appropriation in the Budget 
of the Grays Harbor County General Fund Prosecutor’s Office #001-000-030. 
 
2. Preliminary Approval of 9-Lot Long Plat Subdivision, Continued from  
October 4, 2004:  This hearing was continued from October 4, 2004.  Donna Caton, 
Clerk of the Board announced that additional correspondence was received on October 
13, from the applicant.  Jane Hewitt, County Planning Department, provided a brief 
update regarding the status of the case.  Ms. Hewitt reported that the October 4th hearing 
was held to consider preliminary approval of the 9-Lot Long Plat Subdivision that was 
forwarded to the Board of County Commissioners from the Planning Commission for 
approval.  At the public hearing Ms. Hewitt read into the record the List of Contents 
within the Packet including Conditions of Approval.  Ms. Hewitt commented that based  
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on the Findings of Fact and on the Recommended Conditions of Approval that staff 
recommended approval of the Findings of Fact and a recommendation of approval of the 
Preliminary 9-Lot Long Plat.  The Planning Commission met on September 7, 2004 and 
recommended approval of Preliminary Long Subdivision, Case #2004-0967, as 
conditioned.  Ms. Hewitt responded to questions regarding various issues.  Chairman 
Morrisette asked for public comment.  Mary Gallagher Dilley spoke on behalf of herself 
and William Dilley.  Ms. Dilley reiterated what she outlined during public testimony on 
October 4, 2004 and the letter she forwarded to the Board of County Commissioners.   
Chris Anderson, resident of 2261 South Forest Street, Westport, Washington, expressed 
appreciation for the opportunity to comment regarding the issue.  Ms. Anderson stated 
that they are not opposed to the development of the property under consideration.  They 
are opposed to the subdivision as it is currently being proposed.  Ms. Anderson 
summarized stating that in order to be compatible with their new neighbors, provide for 
adequate access, and to guard against adverse impacts from winter flooding, including 
potential health risks, the Dilley’s must reduce the number of lots in their new 
subdivision.  There was discussion regarding rainfall and flooding.  There was no 
additional public comment and the hearing was closed. 
 
Action:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Long-Subdivision, 
Case #2004-0967. 
 
3. Subdivision Road Standard Variance Request, Continued from October 4,  
2004: This hearing was continued from October 4, 2004.  Jane Hewitt, County Planning 
Department, provided an update regarding the status of the case.  Ms. Hewitt reported 
that the Board of County Commissioners and the applicant have received the following 
materials and requested that they be entered into the record: 
 
1. Staff Report containing Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Staff 

Recommendations. 
 
2. Attachment 1:  Application and supporting documents. 
 
3. Attachment 2:  Text of public notice sent to surrounding property owners and 

advertised in The Vidette. 
 
4. Attachment 3:  Mailing List of surrounding property owners. 
 
5. Attachment 4: Personalized notice of public hearing to property owner. 
 
6. Attachment 5:  Private Road Standards, Ordinance #190. 
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Ms. Hewitt explained that this application (Case #2004-1458) for a variance from the 
Grays Harbor County Subdivision Road Standards is in conjunction with the previous 
application for a 9-lot long subdivision approved by the Board of County Commissioners.  
Ms. Hewitt reported that RCW 58.17.110 (2) states that a proposed subdivision shall not 
be approved unless a County legislative body makes written findings that (a) appropriate 
provisions are made for, among other things, the public health, safety, general welfare, 
streets or roads, and (b) the public use and interest will be served by the platting of such 
subdivision and dedication.  Ms. Hewitt explained that variances may be granted when 
the following findings are made: 
 

a) There exists extraordinary conditions or unusual circumstances peculiar to the 
property and not the result of the action of the applicant. 

b) A literal enforcement of the regulations would result in unnecessary and 
undue hardship. 

c) Justice could be done and the public interest secured by granting a suitable 
variance. 

d) The variance conforms to the provisions of RCW 56.17 as amended. 
 
Ms. Hewitt reported that staff based approval of the variance based on the following 
findings: 
 

a) There exists extraordinary conditions or unusual circumstances peculiar to the 
property and not the result of the action of the applicant. 

b) The findings indicate that a literal enforcement of the Private Road Standards 
would result in an unnecessary and undue hardship. 

c) The findings indicate that justice could be done and the public interest secured 
by granting a suitable variance. 

d) The findings do not indicate that the proposed road easement of 20’ meets any 
of the required showings for a variance.  Staff concurs with the County 
Engineer that additional easement width will be necessary to accommodate 
both the roadway and underground utilities and finds that a 30’ easement will 
be necessary to accommodate the proposed 16’ roadway with 2:1 shoulders 
and underground utilities. 

e) Staff found that the variance proposal for roadway width, and terminus in a 3-
point side conforms to applicable sections of RCW 58.17, as granting the 
variance does not violate the public interest of health, safety, and welfare. 

 
Ms. Hewitt reported that staff recommended the following conditions of approval for the 
Road Variance: 
 

1) Obtain an access permit from Washington State Department of 
Transportation. 
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2) Submit an engineered drainage plan for review in connection with the 9-lot 
long plat that achieves the requirement of no net-loss of flood storage capacity 
on the subject property. 

3) Illustrate a 30’ easement, the minimum easement required by the Subdivision 
Road Standards in order to accommodate installation of underground utilities. 

4) Obtain a road access permit from the Washington State Department of 
Transportation for the private road approach to State Route 107 and construct 
the access to the standards as specified in the permit. 

 
Ms. Hewitt reported that, based on the findings and conditions of approval, staff 
recommends approval by the Board of County Commissioners of the Findings of Fact 
and Conclusions for road standards variance request, Case 2004-1458, as written and 
staff recommends approval of the applicant’s request for variance, Case 2004-1458, as 
conditioned. 
 
Chairman Morrisette asked for public comment.  Mary Gallagher Dilley spoke on behalf 
of herself and William Dilley.  Ms. Dilley summarized the issues for consideration and 
reported that their request has been amended to agree with the County Engineer’s 
recommendation of a 30’ easement.  There was no further public comment and the 
hearing was closed.   
 
Action:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the Findings of Fact 
and Conclusions for Road Standards Variance Request, Case 2004-1458 and 
approve the variance request from the adopted subdivision road standards of Grays 
Harbor County, Case 2004-1458. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
1. Dr. Ed Brewster, Grays Harbor College President: Dr. Ed Brewster, President 
of Grays Harbor College, provided an overview of the opportunities available at Grays 
Harbor College.  He talked about enrollment and updating of campus structures, 
illustrated by the Annual Report provided to the Commission.  Lynn Glore, Executive 
Director of the Grays Harbor College Foundation, provided information regarding the 
Foundation.  She stated that the purpose is to support the students and programs at the 
college and work on behalf of the citizens of Grays Harbor County.  
 
COMMISSIONERS 
 
1. Set a Hearing for November 1, 2004 Regarding An Amendment to GHCC  
Chapter 3.44 Relating To Taxation:  November 1, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. is the date and 
time set for a public hearing to consider an ordinance amending Chapter 3.44 of the  
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Grays Harbor County Code to include timber harvested from public lands in the timber 
excise tax, with a tax rate phased in over ten years, to be effective January 1, 2005, as 
permitted by Chapter 177, Laws of 2004.  Ron Strabbing, Grays Harbor County 
Treasurer, reported that this ordinance relates to taxation, amending Chapter 3.44 of the 
County Code imposing an excise tax on timber harvested from private lands and from 
public lands, phased-in over ten years, and credited against the state tax, providing for 
administration and collection by the state and establishing a January 1, 2005 effective 
date. 
 
DEPARTMENTS 
 
FORESTRY 
 
1. Request Approval, Accept Completion of Timber Contract with Sierra  
Pacific Industries – Barlow Creek No. 3 – TBR0302:  Sierra Pacific Industries has 
satisfactorily completed all the terms and conditions of the contract for the Barlow Creek 
No. 3 Timber Sale.  The Department recommended that the county accept the contract as 
complete and release the performance bond as posted by Sierra Pacific Industries for this 
sale.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the contract for the Barlow 
Creek No. 3 Timber Sale as complete and release the performance bond as allowed.  
 
2. Request Approval, Accept Completion of Timber Contract with Sierra  
Pacific Industries – Stafford Creek No. 3 – TBR0402:  Sierra Pacific Industries has 
satisfactorily completed all the terms and conditions of the contract for the Stafford Creek 
No. 3 Timber Sale.  The Department recommended that the county accept the contract as 
complete and release the performance bond as posted by Sierra Pacific Industries for this 
sale.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the contract for the Stafford 
Creek No. 3 Timber Sale as complete and release the performance bond. 
 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 
1. Request Approval, Set Supplemental Budget Hearing – Recreation and  
Activities #103-600-000:  November 1, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. is the date and time set for a 
supplemental budget hearing in the Recreation and Activities Fund #103-600-000 in the 
amount of  $20,000 due to an increase in the 3% Hotel/Motel tax.   
 
2. Request Approval, Resolution to Allow A Budget Transfer – Tourism Fund  
#112-000-100:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 
2004-79 – Transferring Items In The Grays Harbor County Tourism Fund #112-
000-100.  This resolution allows the Tourism Fund to transfer the $20,000 from the 
ending fund balance to Transfer Out – Tourism.  Funds will be used for advertising in 
December and revision of the television commercial to reflect winter tourism specials. 
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3. Request Approval, Set a Supplemental Budget Hearing – Special Projects  
Fund #101-000-000: November 1, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. is the date and time set for a  
Supplemental Budget hearing of $28,000 for a $63,000 amendment to the Washington 
State Department of Fish and Wildlife Lead Agency Grant for salmon recovery.  It is 
anticipated that $28,000 will be used for this year and the remainder in 2005. 
 
PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 
1. Request Approval, 2004 Lease with Grays Harbor Transit Authority and the  
ER&R Division:  Donna Caton, Clerk of the Board announced that this item has been 
removed from the agenda. 
 
2. Request Approval, Certification of Public Housing Authority Plan  
Consistency:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the Certification of 
Public Housing Authority (PHA) Plan Consistency.  The Housing Authority of Grays 
Harbor County requested the Board review the PHA Plan for consistency with the State’s 
Consolidated Plan.  The Department of Community Trade and Economic Development 
certified the Plan on October 11, 2004. 
 
TREASURER 
 
1. Request Approval, Accept Proposal and Authorize the Treasurer to 
Negotiate A Contract For An Image Remittance Processing System:  Ronald 
Strabbing, County Treasurer, reviewed the Proposal submitted by Technology Unlimited, 
Inc. for the acquisition and installation of an image remittance processing system in the 
office of the Grays Harbor County Treasurer.  Mr. Strabbing believes this proposal meets 
the terms of the request and recommended the County accept the proposal from 
Technology Unlimited, Inc.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the 
proposal submitted by Technology Unlimited, Inc. for the acquisition and installation of 
an image remittance processing system in the office of the Grays Harbor County 
Treasurer and the County Treasurer is authorized and directed to negotiate and develop a 
contract with United Technologies, Inc. pursuant to the terms of the proposal. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT(S): 
 
None 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
The Clerk of the Board announced two petitions received regarding the “Lag in Critical 
Time Response to any person in need of medical assistance on the beach at the northern  
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area of Copalis Beach”.  The petitions will be forwarded to the Department of Public 
Services for review. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Chairman Morrisette asked for public comment.  Eric Patton, Chairman of District 5 Fire 
Commissions, provided information regarding negotiations between Fire District 5 and 
Mark Reed Hospital. Stan Blunt, resident of Aberdeen, commented on the upcoming 
election and on Homeland Security.   There was no further public comment. 
 
STAFF MEETINGS 
 
The Board held staff meetings on Monday, October 18, 2004, starting at 9:00 a.m.  These 
staff meetings are advertised public meetings, held in the Commissioners’ Conference 
Room.  The Commissioners and Clerk of the Board reviewed calendars and pending daily 
office issues.  The Board met with Ron Strabbing, County Treasurer, Kirsten Barron, 
Attorney, regarding union negotiations, and Paul Easter and Kevin Varness, Department 
of Public Services. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
#2004-78 Authorizing an Emergency Appropriation in the Budget of the Grays 

Harbor County General Fund Prosecutor’s Office #001-000-030  
 
#2004-79 Transferring Items in the Grays Harbor County Tourism Fund #112-

000-100  
 
ORDINANCES 
 
None



Minutes 
Board of Commissioners – October 18, 2004 
Page 8 
 
  
The meeting adjourned at 3:03 p.m. to Monday, October 25, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
     BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
     for Grays Harbor County 
     this    day of    , 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
             
     BOB BEERBOWER, Commissioner, District 1 
 
 
 
 
             
     DENNIS MORRISETTE, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
             
     ALBERT A. CARTER, Commissioner, District 3 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
      
Donna Caton 
Clerk of the Board 


