
MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – GRAYS HARBOR COUNTY 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
June 7, 2004 

 
 
The Commissioners met in regular session in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, 
Administration Building, Montesano, Washington, on Monday, June 7, 2004, at 2:00 
p.m.  Commissioners Bob Beerbower, Al Carter and Dennis Morrisette were present.  
Also in attendance was Donna Caton, Clerk of the Board and Jim Baker, Senior Deputy 
Prosecuting Attorney.   
 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the Commissioners’ Meeting 
of May 24, 2004 and minutes of a special meeting on May 28, 2004 were approved as 
presented.   
 
BIDS 
 
None 
 
HEARINGS 
 
1. Supplemental Budget Appropriation:  There was a public hearing to consider a 
Supplemental Appropriation as follows: Special Projects Fund #101-000-000 in the 
amount of $770,000.00 and transfer as follows:  Miscellaneous Fund, Distressed Area 
Capital $87,000.00.  Chairman Morrisette asked for a staff report.  Rose Elway, Budget 
Director, reported that the $770,000 supplemental budget hearing is for additional 
revenue for the Food Bank Building Project.  An additional $100,000 has been pledged 
from the WSDCTED CDBG CI Grant Program totaling $900,000 in that category.  The 
Food Bank has matching funds of $583,000 from various donations such as the Bishop 
Foundation, Murdoch Foundation, Weyerhaeuser, Wal-Mart and Rainier.  The County 
commitment in the 310 Fund of $87,000 was submitted as a budget transfer from ending 
fund balance bringing the total supplemental to $770,000.  Chairman Morrisette asked for 
public comment.  There was no public comment and the hearing was closed.   
 
Action:  Resolution Authorizing a Supplemental Extension in the Budget:  A motion 
was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 2004-36-B – Authorizing 
A Supplemental Extension In The Budget Of The Grays Harbor County Special 
Projects Fund #101-000-000 and Resolution No. 2004-37 – Transferring Items In 
The Grays Harbor County Miscellaneous Fund Distressed Area Capital #310-000-
000. 
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2. Review of the Regional Microenterprise Development Grant:  There was a  
public hearing to consider review of the Regional Microenterprise Development Grant, 
which has recently been completed.  This grant provided $150,000 in funding for  
financing and technical assistance to businesses owned and operated by low-and-
moderate income (LMI) people or that employed low-and-moderate income people in 
Grays Harbor, Pacific, Wahkiakum, Mason, Clallam, Jefferson, Thurston, Island and San 
Juan counties.  Loan administration was performed by Cascadia Revolving Fund, an 
experienced administrator of business loans.  Documents were available for review at 
Grays Harbor County Management Services, 100 W. Broadway, Montesano, 
Washington.  Chairman Morrisette asked for a staff report.  Rose Elway reported that the 
Washington State Office of Community Development Grantee Closeout Performance 
Report for the Regional Microenterprise Development Grant is being submitted for 
approval.  This will close out the $150,000 grant which provided funds for financing and 
technical assistance to businesses owned and operated by low-and-moderate income 
people or that employed low-and-moderate income people in Grays Harbor, Pacific, 
Wahkiakum, Mason, Clallam, Jefferson, Thurston, Island and San Juan Counties.  Loan 
administration was performed by Cascadia Revolving Fund, an experienced administrator 
of business loans.  Ruth Ann Halford provided a report regarding businesses that were 
helped with the grant/loan.  Chairman Morrisette asked for public comment.  There was 
no public comment and the hearing was closed.   
 
Action:  Contract #02-64002-020 – Washington State Office of Community 
Development Grantee Closeout Performance Report:  A motion was made, 
seconded and passed to approve Washington State Office of Community 
Development Grantee Closeout Performance Report for the Regional 
Microenterprise Development Grant. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
None 
 
COMMISSIONERS 
 
Appointments:  Human Services Advisory Board:  A motion was made, seconded and 
passed to appoint Fred Boshear, Eddie Barrio, and Tobi Buckman to the Human Services 
Advisory Board.  These appointments would bring the total membership to twelve.   
 
The Clerk of the Board announced the following item received after the agenda was 
prepared: 
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Application for Grant Funding from Salmon Recovery Funding Board for Vance 
Creek Project:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve a grant application 
to the Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) for the Vance Creek Riparian Planting 
and Fencing Project. 
 
DEPARTMENTS 
 
AUDITOR 
 
Request Approval, Month End Expenditures for May:  A motion was made, seconded  
and passed to approve Payroll and Payable for the month of May 2004.  Total Claims -- 
$4,269,156.91; Total Salary -- $1,934,819.52 for a monthly total of $6,203,976.43. 
 
DISTRICT COURT PROBATION SERVICES 
 
Request Approval, Contract Amendment with Department of Corrections:  A 
motion was made, seconded and passed to approve a contract amendment from the 
Department of Corrections.  The contract between Probation Services and the Department 
of Corrections is scheduled to expire on June 30, 2004.  This amendment will extend the 
contract for an additional year.   
 
FAIR 
 
Request Approval, Authorization to Sign Entertainment Contract with Triple “F” 
Inc. FSO/Mark Farner:  The Grays Harbor County Fair Entertainment Committee 
requested authorization to sign an entertainment contract with Triple “F” Inc. FSO/Mark 
Farner.  Mark Farner, formerly of the Grand Fund Railroad will perform in concert on 
Thursday, August 12, 2004 at 8 p.m.    A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
authorize Debbie Adolphsen, Fair Director, to sign the entertainment contract as outlined. 
 
FORESTRY DEPARTMENT 
 
Request Approval, Authorize the Treasurer to Sell Surplus Tax Title Property:  The 
Forestry Department has received an offer from the Driftwood Players of Aberdeen, to 
purchase a parcel of surplus property.  The parcel involved is described as Emery and 
Macks Lot 16, Block 1, Parcel #014000101600.  This lot is 150’ x 50’ and is located 
between two other poorly maintained structures.  This is a parcel which the Forestry 
Department has already expended a significant amount of time and money into cleanup  
so as to be in compliance with the City of Aberdeen Nuisance Ordinances.  RCW 
36.35.150 provides for the disposal of tax title property without bids in certain cases for  
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not less than the principal amount of the unpaid taxes.  One case is when the County 
Legislative Authority determines that it is not practical to build on the property due to the 
physical characteristics or legal restrictions on the property.  It has been determined that 
this lot is not practical to build on due to the following: 
 

 Set backs are required of 20’ in front and 5’ on all other sides.  This renders a 
very narrow lot even narrower. 

 Off street parking must be provided for at least 2 cars which require 2 – 8.5’ x 
20’ spaces, all of which cannot be located within the set back areas. 

 City of Aberdeen also enforces lot coverage restrictions whereby only a 
portion of the lot can be covered by any structure. 

 
County records indicate that the following amounts are owed against this parcel: 
 
   Unpaid taxes   $   882.18 
   City of Aberdeen liens  $1,805.01 
   Penalties and Interest  $1,561.29 
   Costs    $   375.00 
 
    Total  $4,623.48 
 
The Driftwood Players has offered to pay the full amount owed ($4,623.48) against this 
property.  It was recommended that the County accept the offer and that the Treasurer be 
authorized to sell this parcel without bids to the Driftwood Players for the amount of 
$4,623.48.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 2004-
38 – Declaration of Tax Title Surplus Property Order of Sale. 
 
Request Approval, Allow a PUD Easement:  The Grays Harbor PUD has requested an 
easement; 10’ in width, across a parcel of County owned surplus property located in 
Ocean Shores for the purpose of erecting an above ground power transmission line.  No 
poles will be located on the County portion, only a suspended wire across one edge of the 
parcel.  The Department of Forestry recommended that their request be honored and the 
easement be granted.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the Grant of 
Easement documents. 
 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
 
Request Approval, Amended Letter of Support and Introductory Letter for the 
WSU Extension Nutrition Education Program:  A motion was made, seconded and  



passed to approve an amended Letter of Support and Introductory Letter for the Food 
Stamp Nutrition Education program which reflects a revision in the budget in accordance  
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with changes in the guidelines.  Goods and Services amounts for copies and phone lines 
have been reduced, a computer support services amount has been added and a janitorial 
contracted services amount has been added to Maintenance and Operations. 
 
Request Approval, Resolution to Establish a Federal Equitable Sharing Fund #108-
200-000:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 2004-39 
– Establishing A Special Revenue Fund Sheriff Federal Equitable Sharing Fund 
#108-200-000.  This resolution establishes a Federal Equitable Sharing Fund in the 
Sheriff’s Department to track their share of the proceeds from federal criminal cases that 
have forfeited assets.  The Sheriff’s Office assists federal officers in investigations and 
then submits claims for a portion of the funds seized.  It is necessary to track and report 
separately from any other forfeited funds. 
 
Request Approval, Resolution Establishing North Beach Water System Fund #406-
000-000:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 2004-40 
– Establishing A North Beach Water System Fund #406-000-000.  This resolution 
establishes a North Beach Water System Fund #406-000-000.  The Grays Harbor County 
North Beach Water System is comprised of three small water systems that have been 
transferred to Grays Harbor County.  Funds from these private water systems have been 
transferred to Grays Harbor County for the use of expenditures in this new water system.   
 
Request Approval, Supplemental Budget Hearing Date for the North Beach Water 
System:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to set June 21, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. as 
the date and time for a supplemental budget hearing for $19,290 for the establishment of 
a new fund for the North Beach Water System.  Funds from three private water systems 
have been transferred to Grays Harbor County. 
 
Request Approval, Salary Resolution – Central Services:  A motion was made, 
seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 2004-41 – Amending Resolution No. 
2004-01 and Fixing Compensation of Employees From & After January 1, 2004.  
This salary resolution reflects the reinstatement of the Analyst/Programmer Lead from 
.52 FTE back to full time effective June 1, 2004.  The County is converting all of the 
computer systems from the old UNIX based systems to the new Microsoft data base 
server which must be completed in 2004.  Funds were budgeted for the position to be full 
time and the work load during the conversion does not allow for the flexibility. 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES 
 



Request Approval, Amendment with Department of Community Trade and 
Economic Development for the Community Mobilization Program:  A motion was 
made, seconded and passed to approve an amendment to the County’s current contract  
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with the State Department of Community Trade and Economic Development for the 
Community Mobilization Program makes changes to funding by categories to more 
accurately reflect actual expenses. 
 
Request Approval, Application for Funding from CTED for Fiscal Year 2005 Youth 
Prevention Conference:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve an 
application for funding for Fiscal Year 2005.  $55,664 will be used for next year’s Youth 
Prevention Conference, adding a drug and alcohol prevention component to the current 
Youth Development program, supporting high school prevention teams, purchasing 
cinema ads and supporting a Strengthening Families project. 
 
Request Approval, Amendment with ESD 113 for High School Prevention Services:  
A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve an amendment to the County’s 
contract with ESD 113.  The amendment adds $11,223 to the contract for Prevention 
Services.  The ESD provides support for high school Prevention Teams around the 
County.  The money comes to the Department through a contract with the State 
Department of Community Trade and Economic Development. 
 
PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
Request Approval, Rate Resolution – North Beach Water System:  A motion was 
made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 2004-42 – A Resolution 
Adopting Rates For Water Consumption in the Ocean City Area Grays Harbor 
County, Washington, Amending Resolution No. 02-177.  This resolution amends the 
current rate Resolution No. 02-177 that sets rates for all County utility systems. The 
resolution is needed to set rates for the recently acquired water systems in the Ocean City 
area.  The rates are generally similar to the rates charged by the previous private owners.   
 
Request Approval, Cost Reimbursement Agreement with DOE re:  Hogan’s Corner 
Regional Water Supply:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve an 
agreement between the County and the Department of Ecology to continue the process of 
obtaining water rights for the regional water supply project at Hogan’s Corner.  The cost 
of the agreement to the County is $16,608.  Funds for this effort were included in the 
2004 special projects budget.  The regional water supply project is designed to provide 
the long-term water needs of the North Beach area from the City of Ocean Shores north  
to Ocean City and Copalis Beach.  This is the only way to proceed with water rights in a 
timely fashion. 
 



Request Approval, Bid Opening Date of June 28, 2004 for Antenna System Site 
Analyzer:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to set June 28, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. as  
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the date and time for bid opening for the antenna system site analyzer on the 2004 budget 
for the Grays Harbor County Radio Shop. 
 
Request Approval, Salmon Recovery Funding Board Grant Application:  A motion 
was made, seconded and passed to approve a Salmon Recovery Funding Board Grant  
Application requesting $294,785 of State Funds for removing three (3) fish barriers on 
Dekay Road.  The County’s share is $98,310 of the total estimated project cost of 
$393,095. 
 
Request Approval, Local Agency Agreement Supplement #2 re:  Third Street 
(O’Donnell Avenue) Railroad Crossing Project:  A motion was made, seconded and 
passed to approve the Local Agency Agreement Supplement No. 2 for the Third Street 
(O’Donnell Avenue) Railroad Crossing Closure Project.  This agreement requests 
additional federal funding for the construction phase of this Railroad Crossing Closure 
Project.  This project will widen O’Donnell to a 2-lane road, provide a cul-de-sac at the 
closed crossing and remove the westerly railroad crossing on O’Donnell Avenue in 
Whites.   
 
Request Approval, Contract Supplement with Skillings-Connolly, Inc. re:  Ocean 
Beach Road Project:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve a 
supplemental agreement with Skillings-Connolly, Inc.  This supplement will provide for 
engineering services for changes in the JARPA during the design phase of the project. 
 
Request Approval, Contracts with Kysar and Koistinen, Inc. re:  South Shore 
Road/Hulten Creek Culvert Replacement Project:  A motion was made, seconded and 
passed to approve contract documents for the South Shore Road/Hulten Creek Culvert 
Replacement Project C-93400-11, which was awarded to the low bidder, Kysar and 
Koistinen, Inc. of Sedro-Woolley, Washington.  The department recommended execution 
of this contract. 
 
Request hearing date, Amendment of Text of Grays Harbor County Code Chapter 
13.04 Governing Water Mains and Fire Hydrants, Chapter 15.04 Governing 
Construction Codes, Chapter 15.08 Governing Manufactured Housing, and Chapter 
15.12 Governing Fire Apparatus Access Roads As Recommended by the Building 
Codes Advisory Council:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to set June 21, 
2004 at 2:00 p.m. as the date and time to consider approval of the application to amend  
the text of the Grays Harbor County Code Chapter 13.04 governing Water Mains and 
Fire Hydrants, Chapter 15.04 governing Construction Codes, Chapter 15.08 governing 



Manufactured Housing, and Chapter 15.12 governing Fire Apparatus Access Roads.  On 
May 24, 2004 the Building Codes Advisory Council concluded a public hearing on the 
application and recommended approval of the amendment.   
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Request Approval, Set Hearing Date of June 21, 2004 to Hear An Application 
Submitted by Ken and Don Johnson to Rezone Approximately 20 Acres of Land:  A 
motion was made, seconded and passed to set June 21, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. as the date and 
time to consider an application submitted by Ken and Don Johnson to rezone 
approximately 20 acres of land that is currently zoned Agricultural Use One (A-1) to  
General Development Five (GD-5).  On June 1, 2004, the Planning Commission 
recommended approval of this application. 
 
Annual Bridge Inspection Report:  Pursuant to WAC 136-20-060, the Department of 
Public Services submitted the Annual Bridge Inspection Report.  The report includes 
findings of the bridge inspection effort.  Bridges with a sufficiency rating below 35 were 
listed in the report.  Funding for bridge projects is usually considered for ratings below 
30. 
 
TREASURER 
 
Request Approval, Resolution and Agreement for Sale of Tax Title Property:  A 
motion was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 2004-43 – 
Declaration of Tax Title Surplus Property Order of Sale and an agreement for the sale 
of tax title property to the City of Hoquiam.  This is a parcel in which Habitat for 
Humanity has expressed an interest.  Execution of these documents will allow the County 
to sell this property to the City of Hoquiam by intergovernmental sale.  This sale (and 
agreement) is good for all involved – if the City waives the County responsibility to 
collect their abatement lien, the County can sell the property to the City of Hoquiam for a 
lower price (making the property marketable), and a subsequent sale by the City to 
Habitat insures new construction value added to the City’s assessed value. 
 
The Clerk of the Board announced the following item received after the agenda was 
prepared: 
 
Request Approval, Resolution for Sale of Tax Title Property (Westport):  A motion 
was made, seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 2004-44 – Declaration of 
Tax Title Surplus Property Order of Sale.  This property was acquired through the 
foreclosure of tax lien on December 13, 2003 and is currently held as tax title property 
and described as follows:  Parcel #107000400300, Lots 3 and 4, Block 4, Grand Army  
Addition to Westport, as per plat recorded in Volume 3 of Plats, page 11, records of 
Grays Harbor County.  Situate in Grays Harbor County the State of Washington.     
 



ANNOUNCEMENT(S): 
 
None 
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CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
The Clerk of the Board announced the following correspondence received: 
 
A request from Rory Muller to use South Banks Road by Vance Creek Park in Elma for a 
bicycle event on July 18, 2004.  The course will start on South Banks Road and go out 
12.5 miles and turn and run back to the start.  Insurance coverage is through UAS 
Cycling and was provided.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the 
request subject to review and recommendation by Risk Management, Public Services and 
the Sheriff’s Department. 
 
A Claim for Damages against Grays Harbor County was received from Richard Barth.  
The Claim was referred to the Claims Review Committee and the Prosecuting Attorney. 
 
An e-mail dated June 1, 2004 was received from Stanley J. Trohimovich, 1521 Simpson 
Avenue, Aberdeen, Washington.  The subject is:  “Kay & Directors Violate Terms of 
Oath Office; Kay and Named County Officers Violate Their Official Bonds; and Notice 
of Potential Violations by Aberdeen’s Mayor and City Council Members.” 
 
An e-mail dated June 7, 2004 was received from Stanley J. Trohimovich, 1521 Simpson 
Avenue, Aberdeen, Washington.  The subject is:  “Duty to Know or Inquire.  Does this 
Duty Apply to the Media as Well as to Our Public Servants?” 
 
The e-mails were referred to the Prosecuting Attorney and placed on file. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Chairman Morrisette asked for public comment.   Terry Fernsler, Administrator for 
Habitat for Humanity of Grays Harbor, thanked Ron Strabbing, Treasurer and the Board 
of Commissioners for their support on the sale of tax title property to the City of 
Hoquiam and subsequently to Habitat for Humanity.  There was no additional public 
comment. 
 
STAFF MEETINGS 
 
The Board held staff meetings on Monday, June 7, 2004, starting at 9:00 a.m.  These staff 
meetings are advertised public meetings, held in the Commissioners’ Conference Room.  
The Commissioners and Clerk of the Board reviewed calendars and pending daily office 



issues.  The Board met with Rose Elway, Management Services, Ron Strabbing, 
Treasurer and Brian Shea, Kevin Varness, Mike Ferry, Suresh Bhagavan and Paul Easter, 
Department of Public Services. 
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RESOLUTIONS 
 
The following resolutions were approved and signed: 
 
No. 2004-36B Authorizing A Supplemental Extension In The Budget Of The 

Grays Harbor County Special Projects Fund #101-000-000 
 
No. 2004-37 Transferring Items In The Grays Harbor Miscellaneous Fund 

Distressed Area Capital #310-000-000 
 
No. 2004-38 Declaration of Tax Title Surplus Property Order of Sale 
 
No. 2004-39 Establishing A Special Revenue Fund Sheriff Federal 

Equitable Sharing Fund #108-200-000 
 
No. 2004-40 Establishing A North Beach Water System Fund #406-000-000 
 
No. 2004-41 Amending Resolution No. 2004-01 and Fixing Compensation of 

Employees From & After January 1, 2004 
 
No. 2004-42 A Resolution Adopting Rates For Water Consumption in the 

Ocean City Area Grays Harbor County, Washington, 
Amending Resolution No. 02-177 

 
No. 2004-43 Declaration of Tax Title Surplus Property Order of Sale 
 
No. 2004-44 Declaration of Tax Title Surplus Property Order of Sale 
 
  
ORDINANCE 
 
None 
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The meeting adjourned at 2:34 p.m. to Monday, June 14, 2004 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
     BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
     for Grays Harbor County 
     This    day of    , 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
             
     BOB BEERBOWER, Commissioner, District 1 
 
 
 
 
             
     DENNIS MORRISETTE, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
             
     ALBERT A. CARTER, Commissioner, District 3 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
      
Donna Caton 
Clerk of the Board 


