
MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
 

December 16, 2002 
 

 
The Commissioners met in session in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, 
Administration Building, Montesano, Washington, on Monday, December 16, 2002, at 
2:00 p.m.  Commissioners Bob Beerbower and Dennis Morrisette were present.  Also in 
attendance was Sandra Daniels, Clerk of the Board and Stew Menefee, Prosecuting 
Attorney.   
 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes of the Commissioners’ Meeting 
of December 2, 2002 and December 9, 2002 were approved. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
Concerned Citizen w/Questions:  not present 
 
BIDS 
 
None 
 
HEARINGS 
 
Chairman Beerbower reported the process for the public hearing as follows:  (1) the Clerk 
of the Board will read the notice; (2) a staff report by County staff; and (3) an opportunity 
for the public to speak.  The public comment section of the hearing was closed and action 
by the Board of Commissioners was taken. 
 
Vacation of Right-of-Way:  There was a public hearing to consider a right-of-way 
initiated by Grays Harbor County pursuant to R.C.W. 36.87.010 regarding the following 
road:  Olympic View Drive Right of Way Parcel-That portion of Government Lots three 
(3), four (4), five (5), and six (6) of Section 17, Township 17 North Range 6 West, W.M. 
in Grays Harbor County WA. Lying within a strip of land 72.00 feet in width being 36.00 
feet on each side of the following described centerline:  Beginning at the Southwest 
Corner of Said Section17 as monumented by a 2” iron pipe thence: N3° 14’55”W along 
its West Line 2450.78 feet to the West One Quarter Corner of said Section 17 as 
monumented by a 1” iron pipe thence; S87° 34’01”E 1001.20 feet to the intersection of 
Tower Drive and Olympic View Drive (STA 100 + 00) thence; N0°02’35”E 30.00 feet to 
the true point of beginning of said centerline; thence N0°02’35”E 358.32 feet to the P.C. 
of a curve to the right the radius point of which bears S89° 57’25”E 2000.00 feet; thence 
northeasterly along the arc of said curve 1384.27 feet thence; N39° 41’58”E 321.11 feet 
to the P.C. of a curve to the left the radius point of which bears N50° 18’02”W 380.00  
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feet thence Northeasterly along the arc of said curve 301.29 feet thence; N5° 
41’48”W57.37 feet to the terminus of said centerline.  There are to be 30.00 foot radius 
returns at the intersection of Olympic View Drive with Lambert Road and Olympic View 
Drive with Tower Drive.  Additional information was available from John R. Kirkwood, 
Administrative Engineer, Department of Public Works, 100 W. Broadway, Suite 31, 
Montesano, Washington. 
 
Chairman Beerbower asked for a staff report.  Paul Easter, Director, Department of 
Public Services, provided a staff report.  Mr. Easter reported Olympic View Drive 
#96350 Right-of-Way was conveyed by Quit Claim Deed from the Grays Harbor Public 
Development Authority to Grays Harbor County on May 29, 2001.  The purpose was for 
creation of a public county road.  The location of this road has changed and this right of 
way is no longer needed or necessary.  The PDA will be rededicating right-of-way in the 
new location.  The Department of Public Services recommended the right-of-way 
dedicated to Grays Harbor County for Olympic View Drive under Auditor’s filing #2001-
05290034 be vacated.  Chairman Beerbower asked for public comment.  There was no 
public comment and the hearing was closed.  A motion was made, seconded and passed 
to approve Resolution #02-138 – Order of Vacation – Olympic View Drive Right-of-
Way. 
 
Ordinance Establishing County Water Cross-Connection Control Program:  There 
was a public hearing to consider adoption of the following ordinance, summarized as 
follows: This Ordinance is designed to protect the health of water consumers and the 
water quality of the sources of any public water system operated by Grays Harbor 
County.  The authority to enforce these practices and policies has been established in the 
following codes and resolutions:  Cross Connection Control, WAC 246-290-490; 
Washington State Plumbers Code, RCW 18.106; Washington State Building Code, RCW 
19.27; Washington State Public Water Systems Mandate RCW 70.119A.060; 
Washington State Powers and Duties of the State Board of Health, RCW 43.20.050; 
Grays Harbor County Resolution 77-32. 
 
This ordinance will establish minimum operating policies and backflow prevention 
assembly instructions and testing procedures for a water system and is structured such 
that it may be supplemented with published documents and materials developed by each 
system for their specific use.  Guidelines for the elimination of cross connections or the 
enforcement of corrective actions are defined.  A Public Education Program, an 
Improvement Program and a Quality Control Program are also addressed. 
 
The Water System or its designated representative will become the party responsible to 
prevent the contamination of the water distribution system by inspecting cross connection 
control devices, providing guidance for new installations and existing connections,  
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maintaining records on new and existing building plumbing and responding to customer 
inquiries to meet the requirements of the state regulations in cross connection control. 
 
The water customer will be responsible for identifying and eliminating cross connections 
or by controlling them through the installation, regular testing and maintenance of 
approved backflow prevention assemblies.  The customer shall also be responsible for 
providing scheduled access for inspection of the cross connection control devices.  
Inspection by a certified cross connection control specialist shall be on a yearly basis. 
 
Information and copies of the entire proposed ordinance were available from the Director 
of Utilities, Kevin Varness, at (360) 249-4222 x427. 
 
Chairman Beerbower asked for a staff report.  Kevin Varness, Director of Utilities, 
Department of Public Services provided a staff report.  He reported they are in the 
process of obtaining approval from the State Health Department for a water plan for the 
Pacific Beach/Moclips water system.  The State Health Department is requiring the 
County to adopt the cross connection control program in ordinance form.  The County 
has been following a similar policy for several years, and the residential nature of the 
systems do not tend to have many cross connection problems.  Typically, only certain 
commercial facilities are required to have and maintain such devices.  The proposed 
ordinance follows that approach.  Chairman Beerbower asked for public comment.  There 
was no public comment and the hearing was closed.  A motion was made, seconded and 
passed to approve Ordinance No. 301 – An Ordinance Establishing A Grays Harbor 
County Water System Cross-Connection Control Program. 
 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
Request Approval, CRP Resolution/Matching Funds for Fish Passage Barrier 
Removal:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve a CRP Resolution 
authorizing the County to provide matching funds for the Fish Passage Barrier Removal 
Project, Quinault South Shore Road, C-93400-11.  The total cost of this project is 
estimated at $200,000 with the County share being $50,000.  The Department of Public 
Services recommended the County provide the matching funds for this project.   
 
Request Approval, Set Hearing Date, Intent to Vacate:  A motion was made, 
seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 02-139 – Resolution of Intent to 
Vacate.  January 13, 2003 at 2:00 p.m. is the date and time set for a public hearing to 
consider intent to vacate, per R.C.W. 36.87.010. 
 
Request Approval, Resolution Changing Speed Limit:  A motion was made, seconded 
and passed to approve Resolution No. 02-140 – Resolution To Change Speed Limit –  
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Summit Avenue and Broadway Hill Road.  This resolution changes the speed limit on 
these roads located in Grays Harbor City.  This resolution establishes a 25 mph speed 
limit for these roads.  The current speed limit is 35 mph. 
 
Request Approval, Agreement w/Conservation District:  The Department of Public 
Services requested that the Board of County Commissioners consider and execute an 
agreement for services to provide continued water quality monitoring by Grays Harbor 
Conservation District (District).  The District will continue to collect samples to evaluate 
water quality and effective best management practices through June 2003.  The District 
work includes collecting 21 samples each month for analysis by the County’s lab.  The 
County will reimburse the District for all cost related to this project.  The agreement 
allows for expenditures up to $7,894.  The costs incurred for this project are eligible for 
reimbursement through the Department of Ecology grant contract for the Coordinated 
Water Quality Monitoring Program.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
approve the Agreement For Services – Grays Harbor Conservation District.   
 
Request Approval, Professional Services Contract for Water Quality Monitoring 
Program:  The Department of Public Services requested that the Board of County 
Commissioners consider and execute a contract for Professional Services from Triangle 
Associates Inc.  The work described in the agreements and scopes of work will focus on 
continuing to develop the Watershed Management Plan by providing additional technical 
information regarding water quality and water storage components.  The Coordinated 
Monitoring Program for the Chehalis Watershed and Limited Assessment of Water 
Quality will bring together the local community and regulatory agencies to develop a 
water quality evaluation and tracking process that is locally supported and can be jointly 
implemented.  The result will incorporate issues such as setting priorities for monitoring 
within the basin, sampling methodology, 303(d) listings/delistings, and monitoring of 
TMDL results.  The Multi-purpose Storage Assessment identifies and assesses the 
feasibility of multipurpose storage projects within the Chehalis watershed that could be 
used to enhance low flows and/or provide water for both consumptive and non-
consumptive uses.  The types of projects evaluated could include traditional surface water 
storage (reservoirs), wetland creation/enhancement, groundwater artificial storage and 
recovery, and other factors influencing surface runoff and ground water recharge such as 
regional stormwater facilities, the role of agricultural drainage tiles, and different land 
management practices (such as low-impact development).  The Department of Ecology’s 
watershed management grants, administered by the County on behalf of the Chehalis 
Basin Partnership, will cover the expenses incurred by the agreement.  The Chehalis 
Basin Partnership fully supports the agreement and scope of work.  A motion was made, 
seconded and passed to approve the Professional Services Contract for Coordinated 
Water Quality Monitoring Program and Water Storage Assessment. 
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Request Approval, Set Hearing Date, Lease Negotiation:  January 6, 2003 at 2:00 p.m. 
is the date and time set for a public hearing to consider the intent to lease by negotiation.  
The status of the lease with the Economic Development Council is a month-to-month 
tenancy for the premises located at 506 Duffy Street, Aberdeen, Washington; Parcel 
#018601400000.  The Department of Public Services would like to enter into a lease 
agreement with the Economic Development Council for the period January 1, 2003 
through December 31, 2003.   
 
Request Approval, Resolution Setting ER&R Rental Rates:  A motion was made, 
seconded and passed to approve Resolution No. 02-141 – Resolution Establishing 
Rental Rates for Sheriff’s Cars, Motor Pool Cars & S.U.V. Vehicles and Resolution 
No. 02-142 – Establishing Work Equipment And Truck Rental Rates For The 
Equipment Rental & Revolving Fund #501.  These resolutions establish the 2003 
rental rates for Equipment Rental and Revolving Fund vehicles.  These rates represent the 
cost of operation, maintenance, and replacement for the entire fleet.  The Rate Review 
Committee recommended adoption of the resolutions. 
 
The Clerk of the Board announced the following item received after the agenda was 
prepared. 
 
Request Approval, Participation Agreement W/DOT, HW12, Keys Road:  A motion 
was made, seconded and passed to approve an agreement with WSDOT which provides 
for County participation in the US 12/Keys Road project in the amount of $100,000.  The 
Department of Public Services recommended approval of the agreement.   
 
DEPARTMENTS 
 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
 
Request Approval, Set Hearing Date, Emergency Appropriation, Juvenile 
Department:  December 23, 2002 at 2:00 p.m. is the date and time set for an Emergency 
Budget hearing for the Juvenile Department in the amount of $20,900 for salaries and 
benefits due to the retirement of a Probation Officer at the end of this year.  
 
Request Approval, 2003 Municipal Services Contract, EDC:  A motion was made, 
seconded and passed to approve two copies of a 2003 Municipal Services Agreement 
between Grays Harbor County and the Grays Harbor Economic Development Council for 
$13,500.  Funds will be used to provide a comprehensive, cooperative and planned 
approach to economic development involving government, business, education and labor. 
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COMMISSIONERS 
 
Indigent Defense Contracts:  Steward Menefee, Prosecuting Attorney for Grays Harbor 
County reported the County annually awards indigent defense contracts for Grays Harbor 
County District Courts Nos. I and II and the Juvenile Department of the Superior Court.  
The 2003 District Court contracts will pay $3,955.66 per month for 450 cases, plus an 
additional $95.88 per case for cases over 450 up to 500 cases.  The attorney is not 
required to accept more than 450 cases.   One application was received for District Court 
I.  The application was received from Kyle Imler.  Mr. Menefee reported that Mr. Imler 
previously held the contract for District Court I and has provided services to that court for 
a number of years.  Judge Brown has indicated that Mr. Imler has satisfactorily 
performed under the contract and is acceptable.  Two applications were received for the 
one contract for District Court II.  One application was received from Michael Jordan 
with the Law Firm Jordan and Imler and the second application was received from Jean 
Cotton, Cotton Law Firm.  Mr. Menefee reported that Judge Copland was contacted and 
indicated that he was satisfied with the performance of both bidders and that he did not 
have a preference.  Mr. Menefee reported that Cotton Law Offices would provide the 
ability to avoid any potential conflicts of interest.  With the contracts for both District 
Court I and II being handled by the same law firm it is possible there could be a conflict 
situation develop.  If the contract is awarded to Cotton Law Firm they could not have an 
automatic conflict.  For that reason Mr. Menefee recommended awarding the contract to 
Cotton Law Firm.  Mr. Menefee reported that three Juvenile Court contracts will be 
awarded, one for representation of minors charged with criminal offenses, one for 
representation of minors and one for parents in dependency proceedings.  One application 
for representation of minors charged with criminal offenses was received from Kyle 
Imler bid at $4,500 per month.  One application for representation of minors in 
dependency actions was received from Tamara Darst bid at $3,000 per month.  One 
application for representation for parents in dependency proceedings was received from 
Steven McNeill bid at $3,500 per month.  Mr. Menefee reported only one bid was 
received for the Juvenile Court contracts and all of the bidders have previously provided 
services.  He recommended that the Juvenile Court contracts be awarded to the bidders as 
described subject to review and approval by Judge Godfrey, Superior Court, Juvenile 
Department.  Mr. Menefee recommended the following: 
 
1. Kyler Imler be awarded the Grays Harbor District Court I Indigent Defense 

Contract. 
2. Cotton Law Firm be awarded the Grays Harbor District Court II Indigent Defense 

Contract. 
3. Kyle Imler be awarded the Juvenile Court Contract for representation of Minors 

charged with criminal offenses. 
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4. Tamara Darst be awarded the Juvenile Court Contract for representation of 

Minors in Dependency Proceedings. 
 
5. Steve McNeill be awarded the Juvenile Court Contract for representation of 

Parents in Dependency Proceedings. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and passed to award the contracts as recommended, 
subject to review and approval of the Juvenile Court contracts by Judge Godfrey.  
 
 The Clerk of the Board announced the following item received after the agenda was 
prepared: 
 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
 
Request Approval, Grant Proposal:  A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
approve a grant proposal for the Washington State Local Law Enforcement Block Grant.  
The Sheriff’s Department is applying for this grant to provide overtime funding for the 
Criminal Division.   
      
ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
The Clerk of the Board announced that December 23, 2002 would be the last 
Commissioner meeting of the year.  The following meeting will be held on January 6, 
2003. 
 
Chairman Beerbower reported that the Board would be traveling to Cowlitz County on 
December 17th for a special joint meeting of the Wahkiakum County Board of 
Commissioners, the Grays Harbor County Board of Commissioners, the Cowlitz County 
Board of Commissioners and the Pacific County Board of Commissioners.  The purpose 
of the meeting will be to make an appointment to fill the House seat which has been 
vacated by the resignation of Representative Mark Doumit, in the 19th Legislative 
District.  The appointment will be made from a list of three candidates submitted by the 
Washington State Democrats. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Chairman Beerbower asked for public comment.  Gil Langley, president of Langley 
Group provided the company’s final report on Tourism Grays Harbor project.  Mr. 
Langley reported the past two years have been difficult for tourism in the state.  The 
hotel/motel tax collections are used to determine how effective the tourism marketing 
plan is.  The hotel/motel tax collections has been down statewide by 8.8 percent.  Mr.  
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Langley reported that in Grays Harbor those collections have been up 2.85 percent.  He 
reported that in 1992, tourism contributed more $120 million to the Grays Harbor 
economy.  In 2001 that went up to over $190 million.  It is expected to exceed $200 
million when 2002 figures are compiled by the state Department of Revenue.  Mr. 
Langley reported during the same period of time, wages and salaries paid by the tourism 
industry in Grays Harbor County have increased from $33 million in 1992 to over $50 
million.  He summarized by stating the company is proud to have contributed to the 
economic development of Grays Harbor County and are ready to provide service again in 
the future should the need arise.  Chairman Beerbower and Commissioner Morrisette 
expressed appreciation for the role that the Langley Group has provided to the promotion 
of tourism in Grays Harbor. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
None 
 
APPOINTMENT 
 
None 
 
STAFF MEETINGS 
 
The Board held staff meetings on Monday, December 16, 2002, starting at 9:00 A.M.  
These staff meetings are public meetings, held in the Commissioners’ Conference Room.  
The purpose is for information and discussion only.  No decisions are made, nor any 
action taken at staff meetings.  The Commissioners and Clerk of the Board reviewed 
calendars and pending daily office issues.  The Board met with the County Assessor and 
County Treasurer.  The Board also met with the Director of the Fair Grounds, the Budget 
Director and the Director of Public Services for information relating to agenda items.  
Staff meetings will be held during the week. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
The following resolutions were approved and signed by the Board: 
 
#02-138 Order of Vacation – Olympic View Drive Right of Way 
 
#02-139 Resolution of Intent To Vacate  
 
#02-140 Resolution To Change Speed Limit – Summit Avenue & 

Broadway Hill Road 
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#02-141 Resolution Establishing Rental Rates For Sheriff’s Cars, 

Motor Pool Cars & S.U.V. Vehicles 
 
#02-142 Resolution Establishing Work Equipment & Truck Rental 

Rates For The Equipment Rental & Revolving Fund #501 
 
ORDINANCES 
 
The following Ordinance was approved and signed by the Board: 
 
No. 301 An Ordinance Establishing A Grays Harbor County Water 

System Cross-Connection Control Program 
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The meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m. to Monday, December 23, 2002 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
     BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
     for Grays Harbor County 
     This    day of    , 2002 
 
 
 
 
 
             
     BOB BEERBOWER, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
             
     DENNIS MORRISETTE, Commissioner 
 
 
 
 
       Vacant      
     Commissioner, District 3 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
      
Sandra Daniels 
Clerk of the Board 


